Newsletter for the Land for Wildlife
Scheme in Alice Sprin@dunicipality
September 2009

Welcome to our September 2009 fowildlife newsletter!

It is with great pleasure that | announce the success of the Garden for Wildlife program in winningjthe |
Landcare Group Award at the 2009 NT Lamduoatd_and for Wildlife was also a finalist for the Landcaye
Community Group Award, along with the Barkly Landcare & Conservation Association who won thg awe
all their great workwaeed control the Barkyy The Urban Landcare Award hasdeeeatedto all

landholders that have been inspired to become a member of thas pnétpeun the voluntary
participation of landholders this conservation initiative would not work. So thankyou everyone, and Well d
is such a great initiative aadydittle bit of habitat provided goes a long way in terms of wildlife corridogs anc
the survival of our unique Central Australian ecosystems. The Garden for Wildlife program has novy regis
more than 70 500 squage
metres as recogrise
conservation peoted
land, and.0 481 hectares
of land is protected fq , i ' ANDCARE
Conser\_/atlon by_ rurs : = { . LANDCAI;EI A;Ulslfl’l;ll\LII;
properties subscribed . & 4, e 1 , URBAN LANDCARE AWARD
the Land for Wildlif P R 2009 NORTHERN TERRITORY
programLand for Wildlife i e

now has a total @83 WINNER
properties Well done o
everyone! STATE rony Garden for Wildlife

AWARDS”

Happy reading!
llse Pickerand Bill Low BEiSEH
Land for Wildlife
Coordinators

g

Mr Jorry Ellis
man, Landcare Aust

Contents:
Land for Wildlife @gdworkshops, Artidlaking Spotted TurifgoveFunnel Trap

Article: Butterfly Gardens

Websites wirth a look, Property Profiles
Letters to the Editor, Calendar of events
Announcements

oOo~NOOThWN




Land for Wildlife Update

| am pleased to announce that Lf\W/GfW has been gwarded
fundingf $10 00 by the EnvironmeNT Grants Roogriam

assist with coordination of the programs

Annual Biodiversity Surveys will be starting again

techniques for seadk surveying and seed identificat

across properties in the Airport/Winergémreaof you

may have been contacted to see if you would likp yous

property to be surveyed, there will be maonatimrior
available about the surveys and timetables soon!

Garden for Wildlifas a display in collaboration with Qlive

soon.
This year Botanist Boyd Wright will partake in surveys in the
llparpa Rural region. He will be surveying seedbanks
across properties in various stages of Buffel grass control to
see how the native seedbank is affected, and will teach us
on.
Addiional Biodiversity Surveys will also be conducted

Articles

Making a Spotted Turleve Funnel Trap

On Saturday 26f June Land for Wildlife hosted a
rkshop on how to build your own SpottetbVertle
trapat Trevor
and Wildlife gave a brilliant ipietgen about the

behaviour and natural history of the feral birds and g
maklng demonstration. We then built our own Funnql

Pink Botanic Garden on Plants in Flower from Vedeta qq
i ) ps
Community 17 (see the map to determine whether your

house has Veg. Com.17Meigazebo at OPBG.

Materials:
LfW/GfW shared a stall with the Australian Plants Sqciety at'”ﬂ ChlcggrenL;/:rrg or weld mesh (arc mesh)
this yearés Al i ce Springs ghft?degclothpunt er s coul d

Vegetation Type maps provided by the program to find thelr
house and peruse the beautiful display of native plgnts

on by the APS and buy from their plant sale. A
weekend!

Come and visit us at our stall at the Desert Smart B
this weekend!

Workshops

Bare Earth to Biodiversity

The next Land for Wildlife Workshop/Garden for W"d@r%\art

greal

‘f r% recommends using 4 or 5cm weld ntieshaager
gauge will allow small native birds to fly in and out

SJbni Dellaitesfronm Ranksd |

trap

itho

getting trapped. When using large gauge it may bdq wor

sides without entrances to prevenidbuatefrom trying

coP¥y pping a strip of shade cloth or small mesh arognd th

to pokehrough the bigger gauge. Jon mentioned sdqveral

times
during

Workshop will be a Progertyo f i | e of Dyl a?rﬂran%f
Tangentyere Nursery) garden on Raggat Street, OV\()jay s not
Eastside. ey
Come and see how he transformed a bare earth block tobvious
ive wildli itat in i gy will spend all day walking up and down one sid tryir
local native wildlife habitat in just 12 months using malp b get e R semtse It fsd <

the existing seed bank. Topics covered:

1 Encouwaging local native seedbanks
Bush foods (for people and animals!)
Working with a bare earth backyard
Creating wildlife habitat, bird hollows
Ecology & balancing garden purposes
9 Couch grass control

)l
T
)l
)l

5 free! Bubumbers are limited so please make
booking on 8955 5222.

transparent, which will encourage birds to enter.

Tools:
1 Wire or boltutters for cutting wire to size
careful of sharp edges).

e

1 Maspro clips (also known as ring elipgs ©r
hogclipsi a squarer variety). Very handy mglti
purpse clips! Maspro clips are used to atfach
wire pieces together.

1 If you are buying Maspro clips, purchasq the

special clamping pliers along with the clips jvhich

2
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makes it much easier to close the rings com|
to fiddling with pliers. Jon has put polypliyee g
handles of his set to avoid getting blisters.

Bait:

1 Commercial seed, purchased from supermg
or pet shops, can be used as bait. Larger ¢
are preferred over smaller seed, as the small
will attract too many native birds. Avoid sunf
seed as you may be overrun by galahs (it
favourite with parrots and very fattening for tf}

1

to eat your pet or chook food, use that as bai

Building a Funnel Trap:

The Parks and Wildli&etFShet has details on how tq
make these traps. If Yare any concerns about yo
homemade trap, contact Parks and Wildlife and thg
come to inspect them.

Funnel traps could be made with chicken wire in a G
with welthesh clipped together in aarey No
framework is required for either, and they do not
floors built in. Jon recommends that all types of tra
made without a floor. By lifting up the trap it enabl
quick and streBge release of native birds that (
caught, insteadhafving to hand grab them out of the t
Tent pegs can be used to hold traps sturdy.

Jon suggests leaving a rough edge on the narrow end of
to discourage doves from trying to exit.

bare@ut four pieces of wire for walls and a piece for thie roo
Traps should be a minimum of 50cm x 60cm. If youl trap
high you will need to consider putting inha(ggr
thread a stick through large gauge wire).

rketsut an entrance hole at ground level in one wall. Fhis |

eedwhere the funnels attached.

seed

owdrhe funnel needs to be made out of softer gutter gufrd ar

is anaspro clipped to the the entrance hole so that § run

emyplong the ground. Ensure that funnels are at leastj 20cr

If Spotted Turdeves are coming into your ygrd long and are no taller than 8cm at the tall end. Thg¢ sme

end should have an opening approximately the sige of
can of baked beans. If your trap is large you should spac
2-3 funnels around the tFamnels need to lead into tige

centre of the trap where the bait should be placedjIn th
roof or side of the trap cut another hole and coverjit wit
shade cloth.

[

Cut an opening in the top so you can get the birds ojt. Tf
can be covered with heavgeslaboth maspro clipped
the wire. Cut a smal
slit in the shad(
cloth; this is for y

to reach into thim

bird. Place a squ
of wire over th¢
shade cloth hol
,r using solid wire or
by dAgSPro clips to hinge it in the unlikely evestdmViurt
will try to escape through the slit.

ircidfoyou are going to set traps be prepared to checl ther

regularly to prevent placing animals, native or feralj und
ne8lfess. Make sure traps cannot be interfered with Iy doc
\ps Pecats. Jon suggests placingupabggh, for example o
s tRelable or on the roof. All native birds caught m@st b
jet released as soon as possible. If you are contihually
rap.catching natives, such as Crested Pigeons, try moyng tt
trap to a different spot or discouraging the birdq fron
feedingrom the trap site. Jon suggests leaving Crsted
Pigeons in the trap for a short while or making ajlot c
noise to frighten them so they realise the trap is pot a
easy free feed. Be aware that birds can die of
Animal welfare is a priority.

Youcat ry the O0free feed/
traps are left open with food in them for a few dayq whic
allows Turtdoves to become comfortable with fthe

feeding spot and gives them a false sense of securi

Trap Placement:
Placement of the tsdmuld be out of full sun and sgfe

from predators (cats and dogs, shakes shoulll be
considered in the warmer months). If your trap bepins t

Land for Wildlife News, Alice Springs, NT.Septembe2009

3




slow on catch numbers you can try moving the trdp tdMe may be able to contact other members i

different place in your garden. When placing a
vegetatin or mulch can be built up around the s
leaving the entrance side clear. This will diretviasrtle
to the trap entrance.

Disposal of birds:

Not sure what to do with feral doves once they are G
| found this delicious recipe on the if@médst years
Bush Foods competition...
www.abc.net.au/local/recipes/2008/09/11/2361756.h
e=alicesprings

| f youor e not keen o/n
recommend that all feral doves are taken to the
Park where they are euthanised and used for fopd
raptors. Turn off the
Dve onto the Service Road and look for the holding
for feral doves. You willsees i gn t hat
with an arrow to the left. Follow that service road
until you come to the aviary on your left. Unlock th
and place Turdeves inside. Be sure not to let any of
captives out. Birds can be delivered betwemrshe h

'U

8.00am and 4.00pm. If you are unable to deliver yoy

give us a call at Land for Wildlife and we may be 4
deliver them for you. Tdudles delivered to the Dessg
Park are then euthanized humanely and fed out to

animals. This great behavioural enrichment, espedi

for birds of prey, as it is a realistic prey size with feg
and bones to work around, keeping captive animalg
beaks, and claws sharp and exercised. The Desel
will not accept dead birds for afdmel as it is a
quarantine risk. Dead birds when buried can maksg
mul ch for t he gar den,
humanely kill a
bird don

Trap Rotation:

It was suggeste.. ..
at the worksho@&ss
that houses
along a street ¢
groups of friend
could share trap
and run
rotation syste
Parks an
Wildlife can lo
traps over very
extended
periods, and
long as someo

you
tragtreet or or area to see if they are interested alsp.
ides
Contacts:
llse Rikerd Kym Schwartzkopff
Land for WildliBgrden for, | Parks and Wildlife
Wildlife Coordinator Wildlife Officer
A 8955 522 8951 8266
Ifw@lowecol.com.au kym.schwartzkopff@nt.gov.
tm?sit
| Butterfly Gardens
pigeon WO u st ol
Desert
tos war mi up oh so sjud
a p%l%eg af moH;eu:tg I'{l]op £er wil, I|t 0% %uzzé))f Pat
e not w us over the wiriter. In ant|C|pat|on of th
W rmer w err gd tQ dekg advantage of the flgwerir
nts and ounshlng Rost plants | have noticgd tw
A d terflies very common to Alice Springs Htuttein
her greater numbers. The Caper White BBtxdefipis java
teutonlaand the Chequered SwaligRapilio demoleus
r Ca%kﬁenelus
ble tORs
re h o

The Caper White Butterflypcauar in a pale or
dark colour form,. Both forms can occur tog
the one population at the samea-g&males are
shown on the bottom fagers.sa.chariot.net.s

Caper White:
Caper Whites are visible around Alice most of the yar, t
you may find that after rain therdigs l@oost of these
butterflies hovering around. If youClagyaris spingsa
Wild/Bush Passionfruit, in your garden Caper
butterflies will swarm over it, laying eggs under evpg
as it is the caterpill a

hatch and munch every leaf down to the stem! Ne
the plant should regenerate once the caterpillar

is willing to take respon5|b|I|ty for the trap, they
happy for traps to be shared around. If any

interested in paifEting in a trap circuit let us kngw.

ne ﬁ’#mp blood into their wings. This inflates and rsére
e wings, and butterflies will rest there for most of

|
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http://www.abc.net.au/local/recipes/2008/09/11/2361756.htm?site=alicesprings
http://www.abc.net.au/local/recipes/2008/09/11/2361756.htm?site=alicesprings
mailto:jon.delaine@nt.gov.au
mailto:lfw@lowecol.com.au

upside down until their wings are dry and ready to
flight. By late afternoon they will fly off to find their fi
on your flowering plants and to find mates ready to {
cycle again.

Chequered Swallowtalil

Chequered Swallowibilio demoleus
stheneluswfvw.pbase.com)

The  Chequered
Swallowtail is a
beautiful species
and a powerful
flyer, flying 12

metres above the
ground. If disturbeg
before ready to fly
it will suddenly
open its wings,

scaring predators with a flash framateyespots on itg
hindwings. You may notice this species hovering
Even

yourCitrust r e e s .
are False Lucerng
Cullen (Psoraleg
spp., it will
Citrus as a host
plant ifCulleris not
abundant or there *

t hough

usgdmooth nettlel. judaicgwall pellitory) (introduce
rst feketica incis@crub or native stinging nettle)).andns
tart(8tanging nettle) (introduc@&gyietaria cardiostegsa
listed as Near Threatened in the Northern T
(Territory Parks andditfe Conservation Act 2089)
buffel grassCénchrus ciliaris) invading its preferr
habitat, and rabbit grazing may also contribute to i
Interestingly in some areas of Australia the Admir
prefer to feed on the introduced speftiesi t s h
which in coolelincates is the caust great pain, th

plants in your garden and allowing caterpillars to
parts of them will support butterfly populations

aroundterflies feeding with their long proboscis. A remi

tthhesr eouit $ enflgyathast i pl
t heir food plantsd by
Wildlife resource packs listing butterfliesre§ion and
their food plants!

campetition for thg,

resource. Last yeils
over the summer =
was taken out
llparpa to find -
Iarge patch Glullen| Chequered Swallowtail (www.pbase.co

patenssighted the week before, but we searched hig

Australlan Painted Ladwessa kershafwiww. genehanson com
upload.wikimedia.org)

l ow and coul dnot find
anywhere. We eventuallyseshit had ALL been eaten
the ground by a recent swarm of grasshoppers!

Another butterfly to watch out for igAustealian

Admira] Vanessa iteaa close relative of the mo
commonly seerwustralian Painted Ladywanessa
KershawiThe Australiardriral will often accompany t
Australian Painted Lady on its migrations

I‘ Australian Admiral/anessa iteasww.butterflygardening.net.a

t he pl ant, fl ower at
to Reference:
R. Grund,998, South Australian Butterflies,

http://users.sa.chariot.net.au/~rbg/datasheet.htm.

ng

Websites worth alook

Australian Butterfly Species Information:
http://users.sa.chariot.net.au/~rbg/datasheet.htm

Caterpillar Identification:
http://wwastaff.it.uts.edu.au/~don/larvae/larvae.html

A website for Horse @wsnhusbandry, intensive
horsekeeping, paddo@nagement, resources
workshops, newsletters. There isinjoeatation on

),

rritor

t

caring for horses and the environment. Séerghe
Keeping - Arid Areas' link. A document na
HorseLandWatdanagement Guidet' will appear.

The Aust r ahdstphkamntis dodnally pleats @f |
Urticaceae family, and in the Territory these i
Parietaria cardioste@gmallee smoatiettle),P. debilis

T

e Check out pages 14, 18, amditdthe section calle
clugmddock management' (page 24 onwargsatfo
information and best practice on native habit

5
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http://users.sa.chariot.net.au/~rbg/datasheet.htm
http://www-staff.it.uts.edu.au/~don/larvae/larvae.html
http://www.genehanson.com/

