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Land for Wildlife News, Alice Springs, February 2010

Land for Wildlife Update

Managing Director of Power and Water, Andrew Macrides, prese|
for Wiltfe Coordinator llse Pickem Alice Springih the Communit
Award at the Melaleuca Awards ceremony in Darwin last Fri

Hello All,

| have returned from the Simpson Deserbido
camerasactiorl | haveantastic news: the Garden f
Wildlifeprogramhas won aPower & Water 2010
Melaleuca Community Awa&ND Land for Wildlife ha
been awarded WKlelaleuca Environment Graiat
support the Feral Spotted Taotle Eradication
program!! A big thankyou to Power ated ffa
recognising environmental excellence by hostin
Melaleuca Awaydsd for supporting the program o
the years. Congratulatismsall ourLfW and ®N
memberdor your conservation efforts and looking
your private littlgiece of Alice Springs. For mg
infornation on the Melaleuca Awards and winners go
http://www.powerwater.com.au/environment/melaley
ards/previous_winners/

More good newAs you may rememastykear Land for
Wildlife was a finalist fioe Community Group N]
Landcare Award, aBarden for Wildlifeon the NT
Urban Landcare Award.
the program to be Fanalist for th2010 National
Landcare Awardsnd will pgesent Urban Landcare i
the Northern Territory at the Ceremony in June. H
crossed!

G

In addition, the People's Choice Award is open for
for the 2010 National Landcare AWatdsbr Garden
for Wildlife,and help to support and recogriaé I
landholders contributions to regional and na
biodiversity conservation. The website is below:
Northern Territdryd Gd n f o-UrbawiLdndchre
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ver

aftef

re
to:

a_gpb

r

http://svc009.wic050p.server
web.com/nationalawards2010/?utm_source=Landcare+A
stralia+Ltd+List&utm campaign=c6cscaaf3e
Landlink_June_2010&utm_medium=email

Help sbw the rest of the country that big conservation
efforts are being made in the NT!

Even more good newberritory Edimk, an NT
Government initiative, has extended its support to the Lar
for Wildlife and Garden for Wildlife programs. As ou
programgand your property!) contribute to the cross
continental conservation corridor planned by the initiativ
Territory Edmk has dedicated $30, 000 a year to the
program over a thyear period! For more information on
Territory Ednk see
http://www.greeningnt.nt.gov.au/ecolinks/eco.html

L

Are strange things popping u —'55’.;
your yard with all this rain?! If
wouldlike anything identified afek

explained send us a photo or ;
us a ring! Ware always happy
help shed some lightess
Ifw@Ilowecol.com.au/8955.52

Let me know if you would lik€
Il?(grrow a feral Spotted Fdote
trap and participate in some backyard trapping. With son
recent t@a construction, we now have five traps in
irculation and the wait is not too long!

8955 522W@lowecol.com.au

The nextand for WildlNgorkshopis focusing o8oil

sion If you have minor roajor erosn on your
property keepis Saturdafel9 of June freend come

and learn how to identify, rehabilitate and prevent erosio
Pl ease see the OWorkshopo

Botanist Boyd Wright who condbetetbank Surveys

a ol BaRd tdr WildlifeYropeftibedmBe? Bast Yehr o

n
ing

look at the effects of the presence and removal of Bulff
%rass on native seedbanks contacted us recently with &

Pdate. Thankyou to all those volunteers that helped hi
out. Below is his email:

votingise

D

tional |

go

f &9

category.

Re: the Buffel project,way am | anywhere near the
analysis phase. Still have to get in and find the seeds fro
I the dirt I coll ected.
Wit to pwsioil from each of the sites in germirat®n

d put them in the desert park nursery, haibey

s p ac e . difficalt&ospicky up daisy seeds using the
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flotation seed extraction method, so | want to
germinat®o.P| u s , Il dm thinkingd
sampling on the sites n
be nice to haaegpreand postain comparison of the ve
and seed bank. I 11 keep
any one wishes to participate in seed work please
know. Ok mat e, hope you
how was the light in Broome?

Cheers

Boyd

Ed- Would anyone like to help Boyd out with some s
work? Rase express your interest to us at Land for
Wildlifelffw@Ilowecol.corm).and we will keep you
informed as to when and where he needs vollys!

Thankyou everyone feedbaclon Newsletter content

and length. The consensus was that the length is OK

A

I 611 do best to keep

my

Wildlife News

Snoutnosed Motleaterpillararound 10cm long! The head
the left of both pictures, the picture on the right demonst
two spikes behind the head, and the two blue collar strip
during movement.

We have recently had a stgroaterpillar, found cruisir]

the concrete outsidedli€ommonwealth Baxdar the
ancient River Red Gum on Parspideftified bpr
Michael Brab@urator dEntomology at thkeiseurand
Art Gallery (Darwii) who was recommended to us
the Deert Park as a specialist in Butterfly identific
We had never seen its likes in town before and thoy
were onto something special, but in moth form it is
uncommon to us. Probably because the larvae is 9
camouflaged and spends nfiost ttme high up in tree
underneath the bark, it is rarely seen. Luckily the
pupated the next day, its cocoon furry and whitg
emerged in moth form a couple of weeks later later,
is the correspondence.

ry ear llse
ohlanksdfar your gaddlee matetpitiae. The largausmadgnoud f

0 wmothBntommetéuasidcampidak) alhey ussatlyrfeed on a i

g eucalypt leaves. The only species | am aware of that has
yoeen reqoroesl fraendhe NThis the BoxtrEmtdioitm a | |

let onattularis.

0 vKend regards a

Michael

g

Patrick Honan,

ced Invertebrate Specialist
Melbourne Zadds:
These caterpillars hav
fringe of hair down e
side of the body that blurs their outline and leaves n
shadow when sitting on a branch, making them hard t

! Bepot for birds. In fact we have an almostlidersiion in

t Nelbonrne caliedcEnteneeta fervens (the Gum Snout Mot

that feeds on gum leaves, and occurs along the east cos
and in South Australia. They're called Snout Moths as tt
adults have a long projection in front of the head, but yot
rarelyfiever see one of these. | hope this helps and tha
it's not too late.

Interestingly we have had four Snout Nosed Moths turn
at the office! Below are goma¢ographs and you can tell

a male from female moth by the length of
its ant en mmae arg nmi
longer)And the caterpillar that pupai€
emerged and immediately laid abo
eggs each a mm in diameter and stiieH
the surface of whatever was handy, |9
the wild would have been on the Ul
surface of Eucalypt leaves.

O

GrassProfiles

by
ation.
ght@gmmer rains are known as grass producing rains an
nottbey have done us proud this past summer. Here are tw
50 wesimmon examples of native grasses.

larvBeitton Grass

, amgkernative NameButton grass, Coast button grass,

Beleyhiay grass, Finger grass, Stnalsfoot.
FamilyPoaceae

SpeciesDactyloctenium radulans
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Origin:Native to Australia

When you ¢ bizarrely green transf
desert landscapes, neveiifear 6ad Buffeld t

Button Grass is everywhere at the moment! It
opportnist and has taken advantage of the recent r.
germinate prolifically. This soft and sprawling gra
grow to 30cm high, with green leaves gaEHd@relong.
It prefers to graw gentle depression inlyavg areas,
and can grow in a rangeod$ (though commonly four
on calcerous or alluvial soils). It can be found of
disturbed or trampled areas, and is very recognisabl
it seeds. The seed heads are-ikgdmranches o3
spikes, and they grow in a windmill shaped antang
on the top of a stem. It quickly produces abundant
the recent germination is proof éfdhBig!is generally a
shorived annual and not frost toldragravelly foot
slopes at the edge of the hills or along creek lines w.
the sinfar but slightly taller specegychloris scariosa

The amouwtf Button Grass tigabiound at the moment
is acting as great ground latet,it will dry off quickly.

Button Grass can be found throughout Australia. It
of grazing value, thoiuglattle consume large amounts
can result in cyanide or nitrate poisoning!

Woolly Oat Grass
Alternative Namekeafy Nine Awn.

FamilyPoaceae
SpeciesEnneapogon polyphyllus
Origin:Native to Australia

This grass hdseenpoingup everywhere. €Tkarge

seed bank has been in waiting for a rain event like this or
Donbt mi stake those youncg
when youbére out weeding!

With some familiarity it is easily distinguished from Buffel.
is a much shorter grass, growing3@6m tall. It is an
upright grass, with numerous stems. The leaves are
covered in soft fine hairs, and the seed heads are compa
and narrow. Florets are usually white, (but sometime
purple) and smooth with a tuft of hair at the base (henc
t he ondg). Oht| gyagses are small widespread
annual or biennial grasses. They respond to rain in an
season, enabling them to groworesd with adequate
rain.lt is an annual or shiggd perennial tussock grass,
pormadd can be a pioneer on disturbed areaspdtsist
without rain, making it a -camey species (providing food
for livestock in drier monithis)an upland grass, growing
s am shallow gravelly, sandy or loamy soils, or on red earth
nin tnother similar speckesCylindricusanalsobe found
5s will limestone soiMloolly Oat Grass is highly palatable
and nutritioder livestock .

nd
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e when
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5 11 Some GredReferencefor Grasses

Allan, C., Wilson D., (2aDé&ntral Australian Grass
GuideNorthern Territory Government of Australia.

Native Grass grdup://dev.nativegrassgroup.asn.au
Cotton catchment Communities
CRQtp://www.cottoncrc.org.au/content/Industry/Publicati
ons/Weeds/WeedldentificationTools/Weedsbycommonna
es/Buttongrass.aspx

If you get stuck, send us a photo of of the general plant
(with a ruler or pen for
help you out.




