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Land for Wildlife Update 

 
 

 

Hello All, 

I have returned from the Simpson Desert to lights, 

cameras, action! I have fantastic news: the Garden for 

Wildlife program has won a Power & Water 2010 

Melaleuca Community Award AND Land for Wildlife has 

been awarded a Melaleuca Environment Grant to 

support the Feral Spotted Turtle-dove Eradication 

program!! A big thankyou to Power and Water for 

recognising environmental excellence by hosting the 

Melaleuca Awards, and for supporting the program over 

the years. Congratulations to all our LfW and GfW 

members for your conservation efforts and looking after 

your private little piece of Alice Springs. For more 

information on the Melaleuca Awards and winners go to:  

http://www.powerwater.com.au/environment/melaleuca_aw

ards/previous_winners/. 

More good news: As you may remember last year Land for 
Wildlife was a finalist for the Community Group NT 
Landcare Award, and Garden for Wildlife won the NT 
Urban Landcare Award. Garden for Wildlifeôs win has led 
the program to be a Finalist for the 2010 National 
Landcare Awards, and will represent Urban Landcare in 
the Northern Territory at the Ceremony in June. Fingers 
crossed!  
 
In addition, the People's Choice Award is open for voting 

for the 2010 National Landcare Awards! Vote for Garden 

for Wildlife, and help to support and recognise local 

landholders contributions to regional and national 

biodiversity conservation. The website is below: go to 

Northern Territory ï óGdn for Wildlifeô - Urban Landcare 

category. 

http://svc009.wic050p.server-

web.com/nationalawards2010/?utm_source=Landcare+Au

stralia+Ltd+List&utm_campaign=c6c7caaf3e-

Landlink_June_2010&utm_medium=email 

Help show the rest of the country that big conservation 

efforts are being made in the NT!  

 

Even more good news: Territory Eco-link, an NT 

Government initiative, has extended its support to the Land 

for Wildlife and Garden for Wildlife programs. As our 

programs (and your property!) contribute to the cross-

continental conservation corridor planned by the initiative, 

Territory Eco-link has dedicated $30, 000 a year to the 

program over a three-year period! For more information on 

Territory Eco-link see: 

 http://www.greeningnt.nt.gov.au/ecolinks/eco.html. 

 

Are strange things popping up in 

your yard with all this rain?! If you 

would like anything identified and 

explained send us a photo or give 

us a ring! We are always happy to 

help shed some light: 

lfw@lowecol.com.au/8955 5222. 

 

Let me know if you would like to 

borrow a feral Spotted Turtle-dove 

trap and participate in some backyard trapping. With some 

recent trap construction, we now have five traps in 

circulation and the wait is not too long!  

8955 5222/lfw@lowecol.com.au.  

 
The next Land for Wildlife Workshop is focusing on Soil 
Erosion. If you have minor or major erosion on your 
property keep this Saturday the 19th of June free and come 
and learn how to identify, rehabilitate and prevent erosion! 
Please see the óWorkshopô section for more details. 
 
Botanist Boyd Wright who conducted Seedbank Surveys 
on Land for Wildlife properties in November last year to 
look at the effects of the presence and removal of Buffel 
grass on native seedbanks contacted us recently with an 
update. Thankyou to all those volunteers that helped him 
out. Below is his email:  
 
HI Ilse 
Re: the Buffel project, no way am I anywhere near the 
analysis phase. Still have to get in and find the seeds from 
all the dirt I collected. Thatôs gonna take months. I also 
want to put soil from each of the sites in germination trays 
and put them in the desert park nursery, if they have 
space. Itôs very difficult to pick up daisy seeds using the 

Managing Director of Power and Water, Andrew Macrides, presents Garden 
for Wildlife Coordinator Ilse Pickerd from Alice Springs with the Community 

Award at the Melaleuca Awards ceremony in Darwin last Friday. 
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flotation seed extraction method, so I want to try to 
germinate too. Plus, Iôm thinking of doing another round of 
sampling on the sites now that weôve have some rain. It will 
be nice to have a pre- and post- rain comparison of the veg 
and seed bank. Ill keep you posted on how itôs all going. If 
any one wishes to participate in seed work please let me 
know. Ok mate, hope youôve had a good past few months, 
how was the light in Broome?  
Cheers 
Boyd 
Ed - Would anyone like to help Boyd out with some seed 
work? Please express your interest to us at Land for 
Wildlife (lfw@lowecol.com.au) and we will keep you 
informed as to when and where he needs vollys! 
 
Thankyou everyone for feedback on Newsletter content 
and length. The consensus was that the length is OK! But 
Iôll do my best to keep them concise!  
 

WWiillddlliiffee  NNeewwss  
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
We have recently had a stunning caterpillar, found cruising 
the concrete outside the old Commonwealth Bank near the 
ancient River Red Gum on Parsons St, identified by Dr 
Michael Braby, Curator of Entomology at the Museum and 
Art Gallery (Darwin) NT who was recommended to us by 
the Desert Park as a specialist in Butterfly identification. 
We had never seen its likes in town before and thought we 
were onto something special, but in moth form it is not so 
uncommon to us. Probably because the larvae is so well 
camouflaged and spends most of its time high up in trees 
underneath the bark, it is rarely seen. Luckily the larvae 
pupated the next day, its cocoon furry and white, and 
emerged in moth form a couple of weeks later later. Below 
is the correspondence.  
 

Dear Ilse 
Thanks for your pics of the caterpillar. The larva is a snout 
moth, Entometa (Lasiocampidae). They usually feed on 
eucalypt leaves. The only species I am aware of that has 
been recorded from the NT is the Boxtree Moth Entometa 
guttularis. 
Kind regards 
Michael  
 
Patrick Honan, 
Invertebrate Specialist at 
Melbourne Zoo adds: 
These caterpillars have a 
fringe of hair down each 
side of the body that blurs their outline and leaves no 
shadow when sitting on a branch, making them hard to 
spot for birds. In fact we have an almost identical version in 
Melbourne called Entometa fervens (the Gum Snout Moth) 
that feeds on gum leaves, and occurs along the east coast 
and in South Australia. They're called Snout Moths as the 
adults have a long projection in front of the head, but you'll 
rarely if ever see one of these. I hope this helps and that 
it's not too late.  
 
Interestingly we have had four Snout Nosed Moths turn up 
at the office! Below are some photographs and you can tell 
a male from female moth by the length of 
its antennae (maleôs antennae are much 
longer). And the caterpillar that pupated 
emerged and immediately laid about 50 
eggs each a mm in diameter and stuck to 
the surface of whatever was handy, but in 
the wild would have been on the under 
surface of Eucalypt leaves.  

 

 
 

Grass Profiles 
 
Summer rains are known as grass producing rains and 
they have done us proud this past summer. Here are two 
common examples of native grasses.  
 

Button Grass 
Alternative Names: Button grass, Coast button grass, 
Eight-day grass, Finger grass, Small Crowsfoot. 
Family: Poaceae  
Species: Dactyloctenium radulans  

Female 
Snout-nosed Moth caterpillar: around 10cm long! The head is to 
the left of both pictures, the picture on the right demonstrates the 
two spikes behind the head, and the two blue collar stripes evident 

during movement. 

Male 

mailto:lfw@lowecol.com.au
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Origin: Native to Australia 

When you gaze across the bizarrely green transformed 
desert landscapes, never fear ï itôs not all Buffel!  
 
Button Grass is everywhere at the moment! It is an 
opportunist and has taken advantage of the recent rain to 
germinate prolifically. This soft and sprawling grass will 
grow to 30cm high, with green leaves that are 2-10cm long. 
It prefers to grow in gentle depression in low-lying areas, 
and can grow in a range of soils (though commonly found 
on calcerous or alluvial soils). It can be found often in 
disturbed or trampled areas, and is very recognisable when 
it seeds. The seed heads are finger-like branches of 3-10 
spikes, and they grow in a windmill shaped arrangement 
on the top of a stem. It quickly produces abundant seed ï 
the recent germination is proof of this! ï as it is generally a 
short-lived annual and not frost tolerant. In gravelly foot 
slopes at the edge of the hills or along creek lines watch for 
the similar but slightly taller species, Oxychloris scariosa. 
The amount of Button Grass that is around at the moment 
is acting as great ground litter, and it will dry off quickly. 
Button Grass can be found throughout Australia. It can be 
of grazing value, though if cattle consume large amounts it 
can result in cyanide or nitrate poisoning! 
 

Woolly Oat Grass 
Alternative Names: Leafy Nine Awn. 

Family: Poaceae  
Species: Enneapogon  polyphyllus 
Origin: Native to Australia 

This grass has been popping up everywhere. The large 
seed bank has been in waiting for a rain event like this one. 
Donôt mistake those young furry seed heads for Buffel 
when youôre out weeding!  
 
With some familiarity it is easily distinguished from Buffel. It 
is a much shorter grass, growing 10 ï 30 cm tall. It is an 
upright grass, with numerous stems. The leaves are 
covered in soft fine hairs, and the seed heads are compact 
and narrow. Florets are usually white, (but sometimes 
purple) and smooth with a tuft of hair at the base (hence 
the óWoollyô-ness). Oat grasses are small widespread 
annual or biennial grasses. They respond to rain in any 
season, enabling them to grow year-round with adequate 
rain. It is an annual or short-lived perennial tussock grass, 
and can be a pioneer on disturbed areas. It can persist 
without rain, making it a carry-over species (providing food 
for livestock in drier months). It is an upland grass, growing 
on shallow gravelly, sandy or loamy soils, or on red earths. 
Another similar species, E. Cylindricus, can also be found 
on limestone soils. Woolly Oat Grass is highly palatable 
and nutritious for livestock . 
 

 
 
Some Great References for Grasses:  
Allan, C., Wilson D., (2006). Central Australian Grass 
Guide, Northern Territory Government of Australia. 
Native Grass group http://dev.nativegrassgroup.asn.au 
Cotton catchment Communities 
CRChttp://www.cottoncrc.org.au/content/Industry/Publicati
ons/Weeds/WeedIdentificationTools/Weedsbycommonnam
es/Buttongrass.aspx 
 
If you get stuck, send us a photo of of the general plant 
(with a ruler or pen for scale) and the seed heads and weôll 
help you out.  
 

 
 
 
 
 


