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Land for Wildlife News

CAylLftesxs AlGQa & adBudl BiodivgrstysurveyNReporh f Rf A F
is online The report publishes the results of fauna surveys undertaken on
Land for Wildlife member properties in theaéecourse/Winery area. The
report also includes;
1 A Local Guide to Identifying Tracks, Scats, Burrows, Nests and
Other Signs
1 Fauna profiles

e 9 Flora profiles
Biodiversity . . . .
Surveys 1 A comparison with the Arid Zone Research Institute property
2009 Go towww.lowecol.com.au/lfw/lfw.htm .

Thanks to all théandholders anadnembers that volunteeretdheir time or
property during the surveysStay tuned for 2019olunteer opportunities

In other news,| have just returned from Canberra to represent Garden \Wiidlife at another

awards ceremony! Garden fildlife was a finalist for th National Landcare Community Award,

and the ceremony was held at Parliament House on the very day Australia found itself with new
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Wildlife goes to Canberra'Unfortunately we did not win this one folksAll the finalists were an

incredible group of national projects, each very different to the next. The winheur Community
categorywas a fantastiprojectF NBY aSf o02dz2NYyST (KS WCNIeSHwREe 2F 2 S
past 12 years revegetated and maintained Béctares of land under the WestgateBridge
(http://svc009.wicO50p.serveweb.com/nationalawards2010/?page id=624 The Garden for

Wildlife program received a lot of interest and congratulations, so well done to all of you again. Your
efforts are nationally recognised. The NT was well represented this year, but alas claimed no
winners. Below are the finalists for the NT

Aust. Govt Coastcare Award Darwin Council
Aust. Govt Individual Landcarer Award Glem McFarlane
Leighton Holdings Indigenous Award Tjuwanpa Rangser
Local Govt Landcare Partnership AwarDarwin Council
Aust Govt Local Landcare Facilitator Joye Maddison
Aust. Govt Sustainable Farm Practices NT Horticultural
Toshiba Community Group Award Barkly Landcare

Urban Landcare Award Gdn for Wildlife
Westpac Education Award Darwin High

Woolworths Primary Producer Award P&A Howies

Soil Erosion

Land for Wildlife recently hosted a Soil Erosion & Conservatiorkshop withSoil conservation
Officer Col Stanton. The workshop looked at two Land for Wildlife property case studies,
property with minor erosion problems, one with majdrhelatter property owner bought the site

with major problems with a viewo rehabilitaing the block- a big job and we wish her all the best!
Col showed uthe signs of and causes of soil erosion, and we learned how to rehabilitate the sites.
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For more information on soil conservation see our
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website:

Understanding \&ter Movement, Road [Painage,Whoaboy Construction, Rehabilitating Degraded
Stes, Gully Rhabilitation, BuildingTracks & Rads to Minimise &sion. If anyone is interested in
having Col Stanton come to have a look at any problems you think you may have gqomenty,
contact him orcolin.stanton@nt.gov.aor 8951 9208 Theconsultation is free and well worth it. Col
visited the block | live on and | now know where to put my whoaboys, and how to minimise

problems in the future from water movement down the slope.

Things we learned in the workshop:

1 Soil erosion is a natural proceas water moves along natural drainage channelaswind
shifts sand duneshowever with human interferencesrosion is accelerated and the
landscape cannot cope with the change in eralow. Some of the results of accelerated

erosion are demonstrated in the pictures below.

1 Let water flow where it wants to naturallyoiv historically By altering flow direction

problems will arisand greater efforts will be required to prevent erosion

1 Build roads and tracks along the contour of a slope. If tracks are built straight up the slope
(the steepest, but most direct route) water will Bennelleddown the tracks, washing soil

away and creating a gully

1 Do not rehabilitategulliesby simplythrowing logs or debris into them. thay create larger
and deepemgullies Geo-textile fabric should be laid down first to hefparry theinfill to the

gully.

1 If you noticenew gullies rills, sheet erosion, tunnel erosion or wind erosion look upsfope
causes or changesThe problem is always upslope from the gully head. Pictured below Col

points out a gully forming caused by a mound of dirt pile
upslope changing and intensifying the flow of water. T,
gully head can be repaired, but will only form ag# the §&
cause of the problem is not dealt with first. Once the caus

down or dying from lack of water.

Right A gully head worms itwaythrough
the soil. The cause is an unnatural change
water flow upslopeThis site hasevere
erosion problems. The photos below
demonstrate minor, easilrepairable gullies.
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Below: Arrows point to an exposed tree roof
Left: Col points out a small gully and talks
about rehabilitation.

1 Picturedright Col points out the difference between the colour of soils at the front of the
block, one soil is foreign to the land unit. T
lighter coloured soil has been washed do
from the range trapped alongullies caused
by accelerated erosion during rainfall event:
This is a sign that there is an erosig

problem somewhere. Some back tracki
upslope will find thesourceof the problem!

1 Can you spot the problem in the pictute the
left? The leftside ofthe fenceline has healthy
vegetation growing (note trees with green
leaves, and grass covering the ground), the other
is barrenand the trees are struggling. There is a
problem here somewhere! We looked upslope
and found human disturbance on neighbouring
properties had altered the flow of water. A track
along the fenceline (against the contour of the

land) cut the landscape in two preventing water reaching the other side of the track. When it

rains water is diverted down the track like a river. You maycedtiis sometimes if you are
driving around the country side. One side of the road is healthy and lush, thelmdhren
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