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Land for Wildlife Update

Wel come to Land for Wil
is my gregileasure to start twar by announcing Lan
for Wi ldlifebs success
the Caring for Countryéd
one of four landcare organisations in the Northern T
to have been awarded funding thitteigkction Grants
program.

Announcements
d | GrédepingsAusf ar sadseWNsretetr gr iomf
d property in the NorthEenritoy to place Gonservation
i ovgnanion, thejr Jandiher, is ggistativer canacity i
s ea&hcﬁta}e rl11d tegitory hotegablﬁ)l?nﬁo ners to, profg
natural bush ‘on their property Dy placing 1t under &
ermi¥servatiarovenant. This process is free and voluntary.
If you are interested providing legal protection for
privately owned bushland by placiognservation

covenanton your land please contact llse for more

A warm welcome to new members Ted & Nerys Egan, Wit6rmatior8955 5222/Ifw@lowecol.com.au

joined up their property of 2.25hectares to the progrd
the Christmas peribdnd for Wildlife wrapped up 2(
with a membership88&f which is 12031t&ectares of
recogised conservation protected land in and aroun
Springs! This year there are already two property
undergoing registration, one of which will be La
Wi | dI i f e Opsopeftyion Abbriginakl@abderr
for Wildlifelosed 2009 witt26 member properti€
433 square metres of conservation prarbeend.
This year we hope to add many more properties
membership to expand wildlife corritieegribéown and
nature reservesd to see how we contribute to the
naturecorridor concept stretching from Darwin dowr]
Augusta

We will be running some gvedishopshis year, with
the firstwo already ayreatsuccessThe Trajmaking
Workshop for the feral Spotted -dovée had an
attendancef around 30 peqpdé there to learn about
the feral bird and make traps to take Troa®piders!
Hunting the Hunt&orkshop had an overwhelmir
attendance of over 75 pebpter e on t hi s
see belowrhank you to all those that attended!

This year evwill be resurtiey thderal Spotted Turtle
dove eradicatiorprogram formerly run by Parks
Wildlife. We will coordinate distribution and circulg
traps, recordingcatch numbers, and are available to
with advice and disposalh¥iyea fewtraps available to
loanyomor e on this in.

Biodiversity Surveysvere conducted during the fir
weeks obecembepn Land for Wildlife propdridise

Racecourse/Winery regibntown. The report of ol
findings will be released online soanksTto all those
involved.Later in the year there will be volun
opportunities during 20a(Biodiversity Surveys

A New Years Resolution for usoak: after the land
you live onlf you need help, or would like informatio
anything thatlwassist you to create wildlife habitat
your block this year let us know. Do you have a reqt
a workshop top8355 5222, Ifw@lowecol.com.au.

6 Wo r| k

M over
09 Buffel Grasss running rampant after all thatvegt.
Buffel has sprouted skedd and is beginning to brown.
i Aliggpraying is your control method of choice make sure y«
PWNEsSit while the grass is geeehlushPutting in the effort
nd fRfwsaves a load more effort later.

Remember to remove $potted Turd-doveness you
see on your property. The rain has spurred them in t
0 @ieeding, and you may notice nests in palms, trees or c
ledges in and around buildings. Please discourage them.
new
to Phe rain may have affected your block in many positiv
ways, with newogvth greening ygardens and remnant
vegetation areabut it may also have provaaid
erosion If you have any concerns or queries about
erosion on yopropertyplease contact us and we can
arrange a visit to help you with management solutions. Tt
soil is the building block for all the rest, so if it is unhealth
you will have troubles somewhere down the line, and it
much cheaper and easier to fix these problems in the
| erly Staly@sr 8855 B202p Ifv@Ilowecol.com.au.

g

Australia's Native VegetatiBrameworkPublic
consultation period now open

g‘, In 2008 the Natural Resource Management Ministeric

tionc@funcil (NRMMC) confirmed the importance of the Nati

Neln/egetation Framework as the national policy document f

achieving: _

s h 0 PS5 &QersalSirfife Idadgh!dQiNe of Australia's

native vegetation, and

an improvement in the condition of existing native

vegetation.

The NRMMC directed that the review of the framework

finalised and on 5 November 2009 endorsed the dra

Cel Australia's Native Vegetation Framewworlpulblic
consultation. The NRMMC invites members of the public
read this draft and welcomes your ntsrand ideas for
improvement.

N O'\|| Australians have a potential role to play in managin

ONour native vegetation and the NRMMC welcomes al

1estfQlihack othe consultation draft which can be found

along with a submission template at

St

r

http://www.environment.gov.au/land/vegetation/review/inc



http://www.environment.gov.au/land/vegetation/review/index.html

Land for Wildlife News, Alice Springs, February 2010

x.html Sectors engaged in native @Egetaanagement
should particularly think about making a submission.

http://www.powerwater.comyatgament/melaleuca _aw
Thesds/

sectors include government, the scientific communitpbilemusterAlice Springs Town Council is swapping

regional natural resource management groups, in
nonrgovernment environment organisations, Indige
groups, farmeaiadother landholders.

The strategic national policy framework is aimed at g
management decisions that affect native vegetation
jurisdictions and all sectors of the comnemcibyirage
you all teeadand comment on Ni&tive Vegetation
Frameork Some questions to consider:

justoyd mobile phones for native plants. Hand in your ol
cnoyshone by March 11 to The ASTC reception for a vouche

redeemable at the Greening Australia Nursery, CDLU
uidiSgdadeen. Avoid phones, which are made of 90%
n altecyclable aterials, ending up at the tip.

See end of newsletter for an announcement from Northe
Territory Government, Dept. Health & Families regardir

1 Are the vision, goals and principles approprigte? mosquiteborne diseases

1 Are the outcomes for each goal logical
achievable? Should there be others instead
in addition to these?

1 What are your suggestions for natio
measurable tatge

1 Do you think the framework will adequa
address the major native vegetation issue
not, do you have any suggestions
improvement?

1 Is there anything else this framework sh
cover?

Please direct any questions not answered by the we
tothe Department of the Environment, Water, Heritag
the Arts Community Information Unit at:
Free call800 803 7
Emailciu@environment.gov.au

Thank you everyone for your support of the Gf\
programs. As a result of your suppddare groupsf
Alice Springs have met with ASTC last month to d
the council 6s future
resource management.

Start growing your Christmas tree for next y&an a
native &e, like a Mulga or a Coolabah which H
relatively fast growt h

Christmas treédn environmentally appropriate alternativr.l.

to plastic or pine!

The Power and Water Corpoidetaleuca Awarder

Environmental Excellenca@aneopen for nominations
2010. There are a number of exciting updates fq
year's Awards includingirttieduction of an Individus
category, a school poster competition (happeni
March/April with details being released in twarvdeel
the pesentation night being held on the eve of
Environment Day (Friday 4 atnéhe Top End

Sustainable Living Festival/Tropical Garden Spectact

location.
The Awards recognise and reward Territorians doing
right thing by the environmenthagsfytou, or you know|
of someone who should be entering please see the
attached flyéend of newsletter)visibur website for

S upp

and
of

Workshops

Gardening
itelyGeof Miers Garden Solutions Nursery are conductir
57 IEome fantast®ardening Workshopsver the next
forf ew months. See 6Dates

nhal,

t

ould :
Milkwood Permaculture Course

hsitelnterested in arid permaculture? There is a fantastic

je ag@urse coming to Alice Springs in April! See the below

links for information andtteeched poster! Bookings are

essential for the coursgotaheadso be sure émrol

now!

More info:

v/ LfRitp://www.facebook.com/home.php?ref=logo#/event.phy
eid=261209086444&ref=mf

iscuddtp://milkwoodpermaculture.com.au/courses/details/11

jCeaptu c

| ocal | andcare an
(See poster at end of newsletter)
SeedsaverdAlice Springs
ave 0 Gr o wi lings ansl prepdring soil for
speeds.t NPT wiyAtTer"eghr s

hisnextSeedsavers meeting iSonday 28th of Fab.
33CarkeSt, 10amAll welcome. A message from Chris
Brock:

firhis meeting is timed well for all who want to get seriou
about their winter garden this year. There is still time t
prepare soiifou havendt already
For me the brassicas are the star performers over winte

n
rtl
Al

"9 put thereos SO mu c h mor e
\?) ‘Brassicas are good to get in-€aely my blog link if you
Ofwant to see what [ am planting

http://alicebackyard.blogspot.com/

| also encourage people to bring in seed packets they hay

thEpurchased from Eden seeds etc as | always find | neve
use all of the seeds in thitran they go out of date.
Thismeeting Wi focus on raising seeds/ seedlings and
soil preparation for the winter gardenbut | 6 m s

more informatien

will be some seed sorting on the side. This will be followe


mailto:ciu@environment.gov.au
http://www.powerwater.com.au/environment/melaleuca_awards/
http://www.powerwater.com.au/environment/melaleuca_awards/
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?ref=logo#/event.php?eid=261209086444&ref=mf
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?ref=logo#/event.php?eid=261209086444&ref=mf
http://milkwoodpermaculture.com.au/courses/details/11-alice-autumn-pdc
http://milkwoodpermaculture.com.au/courses/details/11-alice-autumn-pdc
http://milkwoodpermaculture.com.au/courses/details/11-alice-autumn-pdc
http://alicebackyard.blogspot.com/
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by seed swapping and people are free to take seed

the seed collecti@heer s, Chri s. 0o
Recent Worksh®p
Trap making for the feral Spotted Turtle

dove

GfW members the Poulsens constructing a Funnel Tre

Sy R

Saturday t6February Land for Wildlife hosted a \
successful Trapaking workshop for feral Spotted Tu
dove. Around 30 people attended to learn abol
invasive bird and made tragake home. Fact sheet
and Bird Identification sheets were distributed (av
onlinevww.lowecol.com 6 Me mb e r I nfo
disposal methods discussed (I recommend taking 4

rtle

5

new Garden for Wildlife member Sam Bettany wholjoi

the program after the workshop.

We now have a limited number of traps available,
have a small waiting list of members that have req
traps over thmast couple of months. But if you would
to borrow a trap, please contact me (8955 f
Ifw@lowecol.com).and | can place you on the list.
there is a waiting list | am recommending a 2 wee
periodafter which | will collect the trap for recirculat
is fine for you to then go back onto the waiting lig
once | have more traps in our collection loans ¢
extended. If you have had a very successful trg
period and have removed yals,férmay be useful tg
rest your trap by loaning it a friend or neighbour an
back when feral doveappear in a few weeks

Important For anyone trapping Tuddles please
report to Land foridifie the number of birds you hg
caught,he date, and yo
address. This enables us
estimate bird abundanceg
different areas of town
identify hotspots, and alsq
monitor the effectiveness
the program. A data shee
available for download
the website. Go to
www.lowecol.com.dollow

AS

on.

the Land for Wildlife link :
LW coordinatplise talkofthe
impacts ferap8tted Turtidove
populatiorfsave on our native
brds

s frddember Inform_atlo GIW members the &
Feral ANIMal Hattons with their ne
Management, an Turtledovetrap

t the,

pilalpleo
rmati ono
ll feral
Turtledoves to thBesert Park for disposal). Welcome

like
p222,

k loan

t, and
an |

downl oad

Turtle dove Catch
records For mod:
doc). Thank you. Be. g i—ka
careful to distingu =
between the nat

doves

and the spotted tur
dove and let the loci
natives go. The loc
natives have a ha
enough

time
competing
added difficulties with land holders. There is an ID She
available online (same location as Catch records Form).

wi t h t he

ery

Could anyone that has a Parks & Wildlife omzademe
tMedove trap that i s not

Tur t |l e

C

mind lending it to other GIW/LfW members please let u

w on 8955 5222w@lowecol.com.dhanks!
page), and

Spiders! Hunting the Hunters!

.

It

Robbie (left) and Alan (righdfalinitivend modespiders.

in
PP gnThursday February Garden/Land for Wildlife made
i gdopm at Olive Pink Botanic Gardenscipatioti of a

rather large tuomt for this very papulworkshop.

Expectations were surpassed when over 75 people show

up to heamrttherRobbie Henders@armer invertebrate
keeper fromdesert Park and bug enthusaast) Alan

Hender sonBugsMbwm,aghklel Hlour ne

talk about primitive epmd modern spid, tleir

webweaving habits, thier hunting styles, thier reproducti

behaviour and much much mane! presentation

consisted of beautifully detailed photographs of Australi

and lochl native spiderand very humorous brotherly

banterRobbie talked of ways to protect and look after ou
native spiders, including encouraging native biodiversit
letting spiders live alongside us, being water wise an
monitoring our household power usage to minimise tf


http://www.lowecol.com/
mailto:lfw@lowecol.com.au
http://www.lowecol.com.au/
mailto:lfw@lowecol.com.au
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in your backyard. Be sure to remove nests if they are, al
deter them from hanging around your property.

effects of climate chafgenkyouwtall that attended, tq
Olive Pink Botanic Gardensqueezq us all in, and tg
Bean Tree dfe for the loan of their chairgsans,
Orbweavers, and Wolf spiders were seen dur
spotlighting s&on &the close of the presentattbe
gardensaere lit uplike a fun fairwithso many head
torches!

) S
NSRS

Robbie lights up a Garden Orbwiedkercentre of its
web by the waterhole at Olive Pink Botanic.Gar(

Articles

Rain!
With rain comes change; a poignant sign for us
beginning of a new year?! All around us things are
to life. What happens after rain? What can we ex
see? The desés green with seedlings and bouncing
grasshoppers, moths, flying termites, flies and mos|

D

ng

% .
PENE O
Ground
Ground Cuck&irikes,Coracina maximaave been
recently spotted in Alice Springs! The Ground Cuckoc
Shrike is in the same family as thef&ladkCuckeo
Shrike that we see reflaround town, but this bird is
the largest of the cuckbiokes and the only cuckoo
shrike adapted to foraging on the ground. It is an
uncommon bird, endemic to Australia, which lives in sm:
family groups o#3It feeds on insects, preferring inland
at tyeodlands and open grasslands for habitat. The Groun
confiigko& hr i ke i s what is coll
hectR@inbirds follow the rain around, or become more activ
witloisy and visible with rain, because rain provides fooc
quithkednbirds are thought tg bafore the rain, and are used

Photo courtesy Bob Gosford

i and lots of frogs to eat them! Waterholes are flus

ed asdrain signals. Other rainbirds include Pallid Cuckoos

full, and food is plentiful. The rivers have flowed anfl watBannebilled Cuckoos, and fetd Black Cockatoos.

has gone deep enough to replehe root systems df

trees. Plants are flowering and birds are active,

Ground Cucksbrikes will breed after rain, so there will
uickp peful l'y be a | otwnmoir. act

nesting to make the most of the suddenly abundapt food

source. Ibis and Spoonbill have arrived in town, fee
roosting at the Sewage
arehaving a field day feeding on moths around hou
l'i ghts. Eurods have dis
not seen so regularly by llparpa residents.

But how much rain do we need to rejuvenate the lan
rule of thumb for pastoralists féallréinbe effective ang
promote plant growth is: during winter at least half
of rain is needed (approximately 12ml), and during {
one inch is needed (25.4ml). This January we
received 125ml (around 5 inches)! Your garden will
hapy, and we should see the effects of this rain fof

months to come with plants flowering and seeding.

dondt forget that this

too.Help our natives by getting on top of your Buffel

Grass infestations nowetore they go to seed!!!
Whether you choose to chip or poison, now is the tin

ing BAdindeed, a nest was found during an assessment on .
T rNeBat nheantd B Pdd Wi 1 ddd fehdnege
sehold
pe

tifu

Photo: llse Pickerd

ne.

Another invasive species flourishing after the rajn are

Spotted Turitloves. Keep your eyes out for them ne

sting



Photos courtesy Bill Lov
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A Spencer6s Burrowing Frighyaapfrdpety t
in the Airport/Winery region of town. Rd.

The caophony of frog calls from water holes is deaf
this mont h wi t h frogs
Mai neds f r ogndGrBen Crevice fentig
trying to attract matéso u ~ wi | | be ab
Frog without even seeing it 6ame thahseunds like g
bleating sheep! The Red Tree Frog calls rapidly and
Spencerd6s Burrowing Fro
deep down in the sand of desert rivers and creeks, V|
has been waiting for a rainfall event just like. thitseo
female will lay her eggsfoam nest, which breaks dov
after 24 hours, leaving a thin layer containing the ¢
the surface of the wa@mce hatched, the tadpoles W
complete their development in around 6 weeks.
need to start brémgl and laying eggs as quickly as t
can so that tadpoles have time to develop into frogs
the water dries updpoles also need to hatch before
eat them, as frogs are not the only creatures f
advantage of the rain! As the desertpdaigaini and the
weather cools down, and the insects populations

the waterholes will fall silent.
A great field guide fo

Frogs of Alice Springs ' by NitbGld & Deborah
Metters, is available from us for $20. Contact us for §

~

rog.

Signsof a Creature No Loer With Us

Photo: llse Pickerd

eThis dark spgainren phétograpked ialodeswas found by

ligh'ange ab v e

g

Land for Wildlifeember in a cave on the Blatherskite
his property! It i
ahdassthe gxarétarykptoguct of thg now dxtinet Lekser &t

vherdést Rat,eporillus apicalis

n

The Stick nest Rat was a moderately sized (60g) nocturn

ggsratient, about which little is known. It diff@ssrglative

the Greater Stick Nest Rgpdrillusonditgiby a narrow

Frogsush of white hairs near the tip of its tail amtesize.
ney Greater Stick Nest Rat siowives only on the West and
bef&astern Franklin Islands off South Australia and a fey
ish others ihas been successfully introduced to where cats
akirttave never existed or have been removed.

edudiest
the burrowing frogs will disappear underground agajn, dndrow, but the

r

h cofyy!a metre high

rodents

Lesser Stick Nest
Rat differed in its
construction of
|&rgeo gelaldoraiRe pt i | e |
nests of sticks up

D, 60Re

Lesser Stick Nest Rat
lllustration by Peter Schouten

and more than
twice that inaineter. The sticks were interwoven to form
a sturdy structure which protected them from mos
predators and perhaps sheltered the rodents from the su
These nests are still found in crevasses and caves il
sandstone rocky country and have been stugliediby v
students including former LFW coordinator Kim Webec
who has written a paper on their distribution. The rats we
apparently fairly specific in their latrine duties anc
deposited urine and droppings in these nests (cemente
together by viscous yrinvehich solidifies into a hard
substance known as ArderSo this dark specimen
photographed above is a solidified, fossilised mound c
urine and faecal matter from the extinct Lesser Stick Ne
Rat, one of the few-twd signs left that this creatu
once existed in our Centre. Quite special really. Peter La
has had the materials analysed and if you would like t
read more about it, look for the paper in the AZRI library.



