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Land for Wildlife Update

Biodiversity Surveysre conducted duringfitise weeks
of December in tRacecourdé/inery regiai town. The

Articles

The importance of local

report of our findings will be released in the new year. provenance
Thanks to all those involved.

Have ou ever heard the te
Botanist Boyd Wrigbhducted seedbaskveys in the have been E)luying plants?
llparpa Rural regiwith the help of LIW/GfW members as '
part ohisstudy. 8rveg ofseedbanks exss properties inf 5 6provenanced is a plant
various stages of Buffel grass aeatedbonéto see how genetic variati. Local provenance plants are grown from
the native seedbank is affected. We look forward to heallggy collected from healthy plants growing near to and

the results!

Garden for Wildlifend for Wildlife had a very succeg
display at the EcoFair this year, artlieub welcome)
new members Chris Howden and Kay Bailey who

on the day. It was a great event and was wonderfu
all your smiling faces there! Warm welcomes arg
extended to Rhondda Tomlinson who joined the Gal

Wildlife progranmsthonth.

S

As a result of downsizing of Parks and Wildlife prg
Land for Wildlife is lookingestimulate ancbordinate
the feral Spotted Tuiltbwe eradication program (m(
information on thim 6 A n n 9. We wittoondinatée
distributiomnd circulatioof traps, andre available to
help with advice and disposal. The only problem
severe shortage of trafSé€&d Wo r klzlbwg.p s 6

Workshops

Upcoming Workshop:

g
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Making a Spotted Turtdeve trap

Stay tuned for this workshthieidew Year
(date and venue to be confirmed).
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similar environmental conditions as the planting site, whi
fuIgives new plants the best chance of survival.
Many native plant species in Alice Springxcalso
rally across large areas of Australia, such as the Riv
GumEucalyptus camaldulensiswever, plants
wing in a specific area have adapted to local conditior
r a long period of time. This is to say that the River Re
Gums along tA®dd River are different, genetically, from
the Red Gums growing along the Murray River in Victori
rafs important to conserve these genetic variations as the
ensure a plant is better adapted to its local environmen
€ For example, local provenances gisnbetter suited to
Olocal soil conditions, temperatures, rainfall and winc
onditions. They support a wider range of locally nativ
mals and plants than introduced species, and will hay
a better chance of thriving in harsh desert conditions.

a

Preseving local provenance populations is an important
way of protecting biodiversity. Planting local plants
increases the success of revegetation projects anc
decreases the risk of disrupting the local flora gene poc
not to mention maintaining local ehnharactd
conservation value. Bringing in plants from a differen
region, even if they are the same plant species, car
through crogsol | i nati on compr omi
integrity, weakening the
conditions. Plardgrges that have been naturally selected
for over time (thousands of years of adaptation) wil
become diluted, reducing
to adapt and thrive.

f

When collecting local provenance seed, similarities |
environmental conditionth@fparent plant and planting

site should be assessed through soil type, slope positic
altitude and rainfall Co
seed dispersal methods helps determine the size of
provenance range, and how far seed can be frolkected

the parent plant. For example, where the parent plant dro
seed close by, provenance seed should be collected ¢
close to the planting site as possible. If seed is dispersed
wind or water, provenance seed can be collected frol
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remnant vegetatiathwnatching environmental conditi
that were once connected to the planting site. If plan
fleshy fruits that are spread by birds, seed col
collected further afield. Pollination distance for
Eucalypts can be a few kilometres, whefeasias the
distance will generally be much smaller.

So before buying a native plant for your garden ask

provenance at your local nurseries. There are

nurseries in Alice Springs that specialise in

provenance, such as Geoff MiederG&olutions, the
Greening Australia Nursery (open Thursdays), Tang
Nursery and Australian Plants Society/Olive Pink

Gardens plant sglasd the commercial nurseries are

participating in the program

Chaneilld Cuckoos

This kautiful photograph was také&thipornithologist
Bob Gosford in his backigstiveek. They have arriveq!
The first sightings of Chdpitietl CuckopScythrops
novaehollandiagiere in midovember, and they cal
now be heard all over Eastsidertim $ideand along the
Todd River at the Telegraph Station. They have tr3
from the tropics Méw Guinea and Indonasid even

tropical Queensland s neak their ¢

lenty:

ice Springs, December 2009

onsChanekhbills will also head northern and eastern

ts hAustralia to parasitize Kurrawong, Magpie, Buthcherbir

Id ben d Crowbds nest s, and onoc

mathemselves thin trying to feed the massive chicks the
Channébills will leave us and head nosdih agound
February or Maretave you seen therBdb Gosford is
recording sightings of Chamltelthis year in an attempt
to know more about their breeding habits in the Centre.
keep your eyes out for ju
chasing ows around, or very irate crows trying to chase
Channébills away! If you spot any or if they wake you up
every morning with their bantet ws knowvhere and
when!
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Weed Profile: Fountaln Grass

Alternative Name$ender fountain grass, African
fountailgrass

Family;Poaceae

SpeciesPennisetum setaceum

Form:Grass

Origin:Native teast Africa

Fountain Grass is a densélgd perennial that grows to
900mm. It lives for many years and the long feathery spil
of the flowerhead makes it attractive for garden cultivatio
It spreads by seed which is adapsédkiodo fur and
clothing, but can also be transported lanevindter or
carried in dumped garden waste or mud on vehicles.

Pat Hodgens, a Garden for Wildlife member, has sper
many warm days removing the grass from his front yart
and has persuaded a neighbdottdhh e s a me . i\
bought our house in Olsttdtde it waadvertised with a
O6beauti ful native gardeno.
Fountain Grass growing everywhere. | removed all of
using a crowbar, as it has a really thick root mass, an
have removed as much of the top seed as possible. S
velldgn we have planted native grasses, and the Fountai
Grass has not returned. H

jnce thepy 9 we rsgall, see what mpeens after a

]

which saves them the effort of raising their own (hIC ownpour.o Pat woul i ke
grass, that itf®tan ornamentglant, but in fact a weed.
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il have planéngFou
f oot p &everalf W
other Land anciy = 5
Garden for Wildli \\ \

members have has
the same experien(
of Fountain gras$
taking over
blocks. It is as go¢
or better than Bufffs
Gras at overdoing it
welcome.

:pIeénQQrsse on thei

ép/" 1 ¥

For more informatmmweeds around town and beyo
check out the new book launched by Greening Au
Weeds of Central Australia: a fiel@ guidey Sl n i
a fantastic resource available from Red Kangaroo
and Greening Australia.

Photo Credit: C. Manusy.cabc.org
Letters to the Editor

In response to the Desert Park erajigyt the
occurrence &ral Spotted Tudieve trappingnd the
lackof turtlelove dropffs at their disposal enclosure

Wow llse,

No feral birds.!! Most interesting.

We use thigapthat was made in the July workshops.
There were a range of suggestistussed at the
workshops for the use/disposal of the catch, am
which was the drop point at the Desert Park.

At our place, after humanely dispatching them, wg
them as fertiliser capsules or include them in o@ ch
diet. We value the teaqul greatlgppreciate the work o
LandFawildlife&Garden for Wildlife.

Garden for Wildlife member

Hillse

Itreally is too far to drivgtouthe Desert Park evtip
pointfor some of us assuming we have cars and are
on shift work that msikhard to get out there. Wive
been killing our captives casas it's easier and
perhaps others have been doingahat to

Sara Cox

Garden for Wildlife member.

Ed- Whilsthe Desert Park does use-tiotleghat are
delivered te feral tletdovedropoffenclosurgher

greateconceristhat trapping is not taking place in theg
community, and that feral-dotle numbers may be on
the increasddowever ffapping is taking place and sor

F

people prefer to dispose of thedovis thembses for
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reasons such as mulching or convenience, and the birds
areeuthanizedumanelghen that is fine!

Heyllse,

| would love to get a-tvegp have dozens at our place and
apart from knocking their nests out | haven't been able 1
do anythinga

Garden for Wildlife member

Hi llse,

Ivé had some strange requesty tire but this onis
one of thbest

(In reference to the suggesti@etiarappidgor Turtleloves

nd, for the Desert Park!)
straildevor Shiells

| Langlfos Wildlife Member
Books

Hi llse,

Goal work trying to get the trapping up and running agair
Are there any spare traps? The turtle doves near our plac
have been busy breeding lately and I'd love to get rid «
them.

Thanks!

Garden for Wildlife member

Photos from the Tanami
The photographs below were sent tonuthdrdanami
Desert andfeature a Blatleaded Monito¥aranus
tristis V. tristican be found in timber couaroynd hill
country, and around houses around town that have wal
that can be climbed. Olive Pink Botanic Garden had heaj
them a few ysaago, and | recently saw one hanging
from the wall of the offide¢ Blackeaded Monita

> buyng and slender with a black tail andmeakohosé
ckelt is a good climber and likeattthe geckos around the

houseThis fella is very old but it appears he gets a lot to
eat! He has a chunk off the end of his tail, as the last pa
of the tail is smaller than the main part of the tail indicatir
possible regrowth, which may be due tinawitma
Dingo.
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http://www.cal-ipc.org/landscaping/dpp/invphotos.php?groupID=43&region=socal&type=Ornamental%20grasses

