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Stimpsonõs Python feeding on a Red Tree Frog, Litoria rubella, at Simpsons Gap. 
Photo courtesy Land for Wildlife member, Glen Marshall 
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Land for Wildlife Update 
 
Hi everyone, 
After another good dose of rain I trust everyoneôs gardens 
are looking lush with lots of new seedlings popping up ï 
and hopefully not too much Buffel!  
 
Iôd like to extend a warm welcome to Alyson Wright & Jon 
Vevebrants who have signed up 108 hectares of Iwupataka 
Aboriginal Land Trust to the scheme. 
 
I have some good news to report. The Alice Springs LfW 
program is being used as a model on which to base a 
similar program in Darwin and the top end of the NT. Both 
programs will assist in achieving the aims of the NT 
Governmentôs Territory Eco-link project, which plans to 
create a conservation corridor of national and global 
significance from the desert centre to the north tropical 
savannahs. More than 2000km of protected area will be 
linked by coordinating public and private conservation 
efforts.  Territory Eco-link aims to link with South Australian 
initiatives, creating a cross-continent conservation corridor 
all the way from Arnhem Land to Port Augusta, the Trans-
Australia Eco-Link. All your significant work towards habitat 
restoration is now nationally recognised, and your property 
is now contributing to this national conservation corridor 
and landscape scale conservation initiative! Some of you 
may have read an article in the Centralian Advocate on 
March 9 about Land for Wildlife/Garden for Wildlifeôs 
involvement in the initiative and if you would like more 
information on Territory Eco-link please contact us on 
lfw@lowecol.com.au or 8955 5222, or visit 
http://www.nt.gov.au/nreta/parks/ecolink/pdf/ecoLink_prosp
ectus.pdf. 
 
I would like to congratulate the following households for 
their fantastic efforts and participation in the feral Spotted 
Turtle-dove program: 

¶ Julie Taylor caught 3 Spotted-Turtle Doves in 
February with her trap that she constructed during 
our June 2009 Workshop 

¶ Sarah White caught 2 ST Doves with a trap on 
loan from Land for Wildlife 

¶ Katya Verbunt and her family caught 4 ST Doves 
from her chook yard with a trap on loan from Land 
for Wildlife 

¶ Jayne McAlistar reported to us recently that her 
family has caught 24 ST Doves between August 
and October last year with her backyard trap! 

¶ Mark Russel reported on the 3rd of March that he 
has trapped and disposed of a phenomenal 32 ST 
Doves since our trap-making workshop on the 5th 
of February 2010!  

¶ Wendy in Gillen caught 30 in one week with a 
home-made trap. She has a big job ahead of her 
with an incredible amount of Turtle-doves stealing 

her chook food ï I counted 35 Turtle-doves within 
5minutes of arriving!  

 
Well done everyone! Thank you for all those trapping 
efforts. All, bar two, properties currently trapping are 
Garden for Wildlife urban blocks as the ST Doves do not 
often occur further out of town on rural blocks. However, 
they are slowly creeping out while the resources are 
abundant after the rain. Keep your eyes out for them. 
 
For all those of you out there trapping donôt forget to report 
your catch numbers to Land for Wildlife so we can monitor 
Spotted-Turtle Dove populations. If anyone would like to go 
on the waiting list for a trap loan please send me an email: 
lfw@lowecol.com.au. 
 

 
Congratulations to Land for Wildlife member Mitch Jones 
who was interviewed by the ABC Rural Report about the 

Lesser Stick 
Nest Rat 
midden he 
found in a cave 
above his 
property. The 
story was 

broadcast 
nationally last 
month.  

 
Remember to remove any Spotted Turtle-dove nests you 
see on your property, and discourage them from roosting 
on your property. 
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Orthopteran Overdose?! 
 

They make the land come alive with every step, escorting 
you down the driveway in waves and clouds. They eat your 

vegies, but they feed the birds and lizards. Have patience! 
Remember the desert operates in óBoom and Bustô cycles 
in response to rain. It has rained, plants and animals are 
óboomingô. If there is no more rain over the next few 
months and things dry out, the óbustô will begin and 
grasshopper populations will subside. So enjoy them while 
they last! As these grasshoppers mung into your citrus, 
have a close look at them. You may have already noticed 

the incredible variation. 
And there are crickets 
and katydids, mantids 
and stick insects 
amongst them. Here 
are a few orthopterans 
(grasshoppers, crickets 
and katydids belong to 
the Orthoptera Order) 
for you to try and 
identify:

Grasshoppers 

 
The Leopard Grasshopper 

Stropis maculosa 
Family: ACRIDIDAE  
Striking with its dark spots, the Leopard Grasshopper is commonly 
seen in a variety of habitats in Alice Springs. They are herbivourous, 
however the native diet is contrary to the name, they donôt eat grass 
as a first choice. They prefer to feed on Solanum sp. but will also 
readily eat your prized herbs, Caltrop, Boerhavia coccinea, citrus 
leaves, etc before they switch the grasses that are left over. Males of 
this species are small and generally quite colourful, the females are 
considerably larger and lack the bright yellow colouration. Juveniles of 
this species are surprisingly well camouflaged and are green in 
colour! 

  
The Toadhopper 

Buforania crassa 
Family: ACRIDIDAE 
Sub-family: CATANTOPINAE  
The Toadhopper is a plump Northern Territorian spur-throated 
grasshopper. Some adult females attain a total length of 10cm 
with a thorax of around 3.5cm wide!  It is generally found on 
shellite or rocky substrate where it camouflages well against 
the red rock. The diet consists of numerous plants including; 
Maireana sp., Sclerolaena sp., Enchylaena tomatosa and 
Stemodia viscosa 

 
Spur-throated grasshoppers & locusts 

Paekesia Paekesia spp. (left) 
Spur throated locust Austracris guttulosa (right) 
Family: ACRIDIDAE 
Sub-family: CATANTOPINAE  
(Left: grasshopper, right: locust). There are many species of óSpur-
throated Grasshoppersô. The grasshopper pictured left is very 
common at the moment, but not in plague proportions, even though it 
may feel that way! The one pictured on the right is a very large locust. 
The juveniles are often brightly coloured with yellow and green being 
very common. Even though there are lots around they rarely become 
a pest due to the fact that they are single generation breeders, 

  
Slant-faced Grasshoppers 

Family: ACRIDIDAE  
Sub-family: ACRIDINAE 
These grass hoppers are common and contain many species. 
They can often be distinguished by the angle of their face and 
antennae (hence the name).The one pictured on the left is the 
Gaudy Acacia Grasshopper (Macrolobalia ocellata). This 
species is often found on Mulga (Acacia aneura) and Witchetty 
bush (Acacia kempeana). Males are small and females are 
large like most other grasshopper species. 

 

Big and small! 

Photo:  

Holger Woyt 


