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LANPEARE  CATEGORY FINALIST

Garden for Wildlife News ;_\
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Wildlife Coordinator llse Pickefcom Alice Springwith the Community Award at
the Melaleuca Awards ceremony in Darwin last Friday.
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Hello All,

I have returned from the Simpson Desert ltohts, cameras action! | have fantastic news: the
Garden for Wildlifeprogram has won aPower & Water 2010 Melaleuca Community AwasND

Land for Wildlife has been awded aMelaleuca Environment Granto support the Feral Spotted
Turtledove Eradication program!! A big thankyou to Power and Water for recognising
environmental excellence by hosting the Melaleuca Awards and for supporting the program over the
years. Congttulationsto all our GFW (and LFW membeia) your conservation efforts and looking
after your private little piece of Alice Springs. For more information on the Melaleuca Awards and
winners go to:

http://www.powerwater.com.au/environment/melaleuca awards/previous winners/

More good newsGarden for Wildlife will represent Urban Landcare in the Northern Territory at the
2010 National Landcare Awards. In additithe People's Choice Award is open for voting for the
2010 National Landcare Awardgbte for Garden for Wildlife.and help to support and recognise
local landholders contributions to regional and national biodiversity conservation. The website is
below: go to Northern Territory ¢ WDRY ¥ 2 NJ- UrbdnR Eahd€aBeQ category.
http://svc009.wic050p.server

web.com/nationalawards2010/?utm source=Landcare+Australia+Ltd+List&utm campaign=c6c7caaf
3e-Landlink June 2010&utm medium=email

Help show the rest of the country that big conservation efforts are being made in the NT!

Even more good nesv Territory Ecdink, an NT Government initiative, has extended its support to
the Land for Wildlife and Garden for Wildlife programs. As our programs (and your property!)
contribute to the crossontinental conservation corridor planned by the initiativesrritory Ecdink
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has dedicated $30, 000 a year to the program over a tyese period! For more information on
Territory Ecdink see
http://www.greeningnt.nt.gov.au/ecolinks/eco.html

Are drange things popping up in your yard with all this rain?! If you wdikél
anything identified and explained send us a photo or give us a ring! We¥e
always happy ttelp shed some lightfw@Ilowecol.com.au/8955 5222

Let me know if you would like to borrow a feral Spotted Tudt®ve trap and &
participate in some backyard trapping/ith some recent trap construction, wek
now have five traps in circulation and the wait is not too long! :
8955 5222lfw@Ilowecol.com.au

Pest Profile: BigHeaded Ants

Photo: llse Pickerd

Alternative NamesCoastal Brown Ant

SpeciesPheidole megacephala

Origin: South Africa

Status:BigHeaded Ants are an invasive ant species in Alice
Springsand their activity may be on the increase after the
recent rainfall. If you have a Bligeaded Ant infestation and
would like more information on eradication techniques, pleas
contact us.

Natural History: BigHeaded Antsikke humidity, butwill not
tolerate heavy rainfall omwaterlogged soils. \Wen it rains ants '
will come indoors or nest up trees. The BigHeaded At NasS [icuent 1455 costa fica imaas byl Lonaine Senta.
four castesor body forms. The queeform is the eggayer, and there may benany queens in a
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nest. Grublike larvae emerge from theggs and are fed by the workers (the queen larvae are fed a
special diet to ensure development). Once fully grolamvae metamorphose emerging as adults.
Unfertilised eggs producmales andfertilised eggs produce fenes. Males are the second largest
fooy 2 GKS 1jdzSSy FtyR FINB St2y3aFriGSR Ay &akKkl LSo . d
Workers are sterile females and thegre forthe young, collect foodandbuild and defendhe nest.
There are two types of workers; the most

numerous type has a sridead the less

numeroustype has alarge head(hence

the name BigHeaded Ant) Large headed

forms defend the colony and are

sometimes known ashe Holdier cast®

Queens and maleare rarely seen outside

nestunless walking to a new nest site, not

far from the original site.

Impacts: The BigHeaded Ant is ead

mainly by human activity, for example

transported in infested pot plants.

Originally from South Africathe Big

Headed Anthas spread to many tropical and temperate environments waride. A threat to
biodiversity, the invasive antathinateshabitat, eliminating all native ant speciesi the area, as
well as other insect species, spiders and centipedesl changes vegetationBigHeaded Ants
impact on the ecologicadervices that nativents supplysuch assoil aeration and seed dispersal.
They are also a domestic nuisantejading kitchens and bathrooms to feed on food scraps and fine
layers of greaseBigHeadedAnt trails cancause cracks in brickwork and tiles, and once the ant is
inside a houset can nest in lighswitches, computers and household appliances. Outside, the ant
will nest at the base dfrees and shrubs, disturbing the rosystem which can result in tHe I y i Q &
death.

Eradication:Amdro® is the most effective ant baigainst BigHeadedAnts and contains the slow
actinginsecticide hydramethylnorifhe ants carry the bait into the
nest to feed the broodwhich results inexterminatinga large
proportion of the colony. However, several treatments may be
needed to eradiate the entire nest, with aim of killing the queen
ants. Hydramethylnon breaks down in sunlight and is best applied
in the afternoon or twilightlt is safe to use in gardens and around
buildings but mustbe used in accordance withe instructions on

the manual

Photo left: Bigheaded ants are one of several invasive ant species in

Hawaii (Hawaii has no native ant3hey eat native plant seeds and Kkill

native insects (for example Mulga seeds are stored in seedbanks of native

ants). This photograph demnstrates how BigHeaded Ants can swarm

over seabird chické ¢ KSe& gAfft |GaGFO1 OKAOl&axX S:
feet. Photo credit:C. Vanderlip.

ReferncesG. Young. 2000 , the coastal Brown or-Begded Ant, NTgovt
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