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Wildlife News 
 

 

Orthopteran Overdose?! 
 

They make the land come alive with every step, escorting you down the 
driveway in waves and clouds. They eat your vegies, but they feed the birds 
and lizards. Have patience! Remember the desert operates in ΨBoom and BustΩ 
cycles in response to rainΦ Lǘ Ƙŀǎ ǊŀƛƴŜŘΣ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ŀǊŜ ΨōƻƻƳƛƴƎΩΦ LŦ 
there is no more rain over the next few months and ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŘǊȅ ƻǳǘΣ ǘƘŜ ΨōǳǎǘΩ 
will begin and grasshopper populations will subside. So enjoy them while they 
last! As these grasshoppers mung into your citrus, have a close look at them. 
You may have already noticed the incredible variation. And there are crickets 
and katydids, mantids and stick insects amongst them. Here are a few 
orthopterans (grasshoppers, crickets and katydids belong to the Orthoptera 
Order) for you to try and identify: 

 

Grasshoppers 

 
The Leopard Grasshopper 

Stropis maculosa 
Family: ACRIDIDAE  
Striking with its dark spots, the Leopard Grasshopper is commonly 
seen in a variety of habitats in Alice Springs. They are herbivourous, 
however the native diet is ŎƻƴǘǊŀǊȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ŝŀǘ ƎǊŀǎǎ 
as a first choice, they eat a variety of herbaceous plants including 
your prized herbs, Caltrop, Boerhavia coccinea, citrus leaves, etc 
before they switch the grasses that are left over. Pictured above are 
some colour variations.  

  
The Toadhopper 

Buforania crassa 
Family: ACRIDIDAE 
Sub-family: CATANTOPINAE  
The Toadhopper is a plump Northern Territorian spur-
throated grasshopper. It can grow to at least 10cm long with 
a thorax of around 3.5cm wide!  It can be found on shellite or 
rocky substrate where it camouflages well against the red 
rock. The diet is largely unknown, but includes native 
9ǊŜƳƻǇƘƛƭŀΩǎΦ 

Big and small! 
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Spur-throated grasshoppers & locusts 

Possibly Catantops spp. (left) 
Family: ACRIDIDAE 
Sub-family: CATANTOPINAE  
(Left: grasshopper, right: locust). ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ƻŦ Ψ{ǇǳǊ-
throated GrasshopǇŜǊǎΩΦ The grasshoppers pictured left are very 
common at the moment, but not in plague proportions, even though 
it may feel that way!  

  
Slant-faced Grasshoppers 

Family: ACRIDIDAE  
Sub-family: ACRIDINAE 
These grass hoppers are common and contain many species. 
They can often be distinguished by the angle of their face and 
antennae (hence the name). 

 

 

Gumleaf Grasshopper 
Goniaea australasiae 
Family: ACRIDIDAE  
Insects are consumed in large numbers every day by birds, 
mammals, reptiles, other insects and invertebrates. To avoid 
becoming part of the food chain for long enough to develop and 
reproduce, the Gumleaf Grasshopper employs a fantastic leaf-like 
camouflage. It is a common species, occurring Australia-wide. 
(Photographed above in its fifth instar.) 

 

The Little Black-kneed Field grasshopper 
Family: ACRIDIDAE  
Possibly Macrotona spp. 
This grasshopper is one of the most common over a longer 
time period and, like most grassƘƻǇǇŜǊǎΣ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŦŜŜŘ ƻƴ 
grass by preference but on herbaceous (broad leafed) plants, 
including shrubs, until only the grasses are left for food. 

  
Blistered Pyrgomorph/Blistered Grasshopper 

Monistria pustulifera  
Family: PYRGOMORPHIDAE 
The Blistered Prygomorph occurs all over Australia, and lays her eggs 
in sandy sediments. Pictured top right is a mating pair; male is 
smaller and mounted on the larger female. The strong colours are a 
clear indicator to predators that they do not taste good and to leave 
them alone. They feed on strongly scented plants, such as 
Eremophilas, ǘƘŀǘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƘŜǊōƛǾƻǊŜǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƻǳŎƘΦ 

 

  
Grasshopper Nymphs 

¢ƘŜ ƎǊŀǎǎƘƻǇǇŜǊǎ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜŘ ŀōƻǾŜ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ΨƴȅƳǇƘΩ ǇƘŀǎŜΣ ƻǊ 
ΨƛƴǎǘŀǊΩΣ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ ȅŜǘ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ 
do not have wings. These nymphs may look completely 
different to the adults (e.g. these nymphs pictured are likely 
to change colour, or some insects, such as various species of 
katydid, will have a nymph phase that mimics an ant or other 
insect) and will develop wings.  

Katydids 

 
Family: TETTIGONIIDAE 
Katydids are more closely related to crickets than grasshoppers and 

 

Superb katydid 
You may be lucky enough to see the Superb Katydid, Alectoria 
superba. This spectacular species is relatively uncommon and 

Photo: A.Chapman 
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can be distinguished from grasshoppers by their very long antennae 
which exceed the body length. Grasshopper antennae tend to be 
short and thick. There are many different species in Alice Springs, 
some of which are predatory and some eat leaves, flowers, bark, and 
seeds. They are mostly active at night ς you will hear them calling 
amongst the crickets. The sound is made by rubbing the hind angles 
of their front wings.  Nymphs often look very different to adults, 
often mimicing other insects to avoid predators. Adults are 
frequently green, camouflaging in foliage. Common species to Alice 
are the Bush Katydids, Elephantodeta spp.  

there are both yellow and green colour morphs. The function 
of the disc-shaped crest at the back of the head is unknown, 
though perhaps for protection. We have not seen any during 
this period, so let us know if you have! 

Crickets 

 

 

Raspy cricket - nymph 

Hadrogryllacris sp. 
Family: GRYLLACRIDIDAE 
Raspy crickets are a nocturnal predatory cricket, and therefore have 
sharp mouth parts and can give you a bite if you try to handle them.  

 

Mole cricket 
G. coarctata and G. monanka are the only species found in 
the NT. 
Family: GRYLLOTALPIDAE 
Mole crickets spend most of their lives underground in 
extensive tunnel systems and are nocturnal. They have 
shovel-like forearms for burrowing and swimming, and are 
omnivorous feeding on worms, larvae, grass and roots.  

 

Cave crickets 
Endacusta sp. 
Family: GRYLLIDAE 
There are 5 species of Cave Cricket in the NT. They can be found on 
rock faces, under the bark of trees or in caves. 

 
Some useful web sites for looking up grasshoppers:  
 
http://www.brisbaneinsects.com/brisbane_grasshoppers/ind
ex.html 
 
http://www.pbase.com/larena/grasshoppers_crickets 
 
http://lifeunseen.com/index12.php 
 
These classifications are preliminary, and if anyone has any 

further information/corrections please let us know! 

 

A Special Visitor to the Poo Ponds: 
Banded Stilt (Cladorhynchus leucocephalus) 

  
The rain has brought us many marvellous things, and amongst those 
things is a very special visitor to the Sewage Treatment Ponds, the 
Banded Stilt. This rare wader has come to the poo ponds - a favourite 
hang-out for many water birds - and the adjacent flooded wetlands 
to take advantage of the abundance of food now available after the 
recent rainfall. Sixteen Banded Stilts in total have been spotted in 
amongst flocks of Red-necked Avocets and Black-Winged Stilts (of 
which there are plenty at the poo ponds).  

http://www.brisbaneinsects.com/brisbane_grasshoppers/index.html
http://www.brisbaneinsects.com/brisbane_grasshoppers/index.html
http://www.pbase.com/larena/grasshoppers_crickets
http://lifeunseen.com/index12.php


 
Banded Stilts are plump waders about 35-43cm, and have long pink-orange legs, black wings and, 
during breeding season, a white head and body with a broad chestnut band across the chest and 
extending down the belly. Immature stilts lack the chestnut band, and wings are brown and legs dull 
pink. Adult males and females look similar. The Black-winged Stilt is 
very similar in appearance to the Banded Stilt, but lacks the chestnut 
band. 
 
Banded Stilts are native to Australia, with dispersive behaviour 
(movements are often in response to availability of feeding and 
breeding habitat). Populations may move to the coast when the arid 
inland is dry, returning to breed after rain or flooding. Banded Stilts 
feed in salt lakes, wading in shallow water picking and probing or 
swimming often some distance from the shore. They will feed, 
generally during the day, on crustaceans, molluscs, insects, 
vegetation, seeds and roots in the water and muds.  
 
Breeding only takes place on small islands in arid inland salt lakes, and only after rain and flooding 
when food availability is high. Well known nesting sites are Lake Eyre and Lake Callabonna in 
W.A.The nest is an inverted cone-shaped scrape on the ground, and 3-4 eggs are usually laid. When 
ŎƘƛŎƪǎ ƘŀǘŎƘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǎƘǳŦŦƭŜŘ ƻŦŦ ǘƻ ΨcrèchesΩ όŎƘƛŎƪǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƭǳǎǘŜǊŜŘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ 
supervised by 10-15 adults), while the remaining adults focus on making another round of bubs! This 

will invariably happen until the water in the salt 
lakes dries up and food runs out, often resulting in 
hundreds of perishing chicks. However not much is 
known about their breeding habits. It is known that 
they breed once every 7 ς 10 years when conditions 
are appropriate, and when this occurs the breeding 
colonies are closely monitored. The reason for this is 
Silver Gulls (Seagulls) predate on young Banded Stilts 
and eggs, and can wipe out the entire juvenile 
population. If this is allowed to happen, and one 
breeding event fails, it may be another decade until 
the next event ς and by then many Banded Stilts will 

be very old birds. If the second breeding event fails, the species could face extinction! So while this 
bird is ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ŀǎ Ψ[Ŝŀǎǘ /ƻƴŎŜǊƴΩ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ L¦/b wŜŘ [ƛǎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŦƭǳŎǘǳŀǘƛƴƎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
country, you can see how vulnerable they could instantly become if Seagulls were not monitored 
and managed and allowed to feast during these extraordinary breeding events! 

 

Exciting Finds! 

 
Ground Cuckoo Shrikes ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎǇƻǘǘŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ ƴŜǿ [ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊΩǎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅΦ A pair 
was seen during the property assessment delivering food to a nest with chicks. These birds are 
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���Z�]���l�•���]�v���Zcrèche�[, supervised by a few adults. 
All photographs courtesy Clive Minton. 


