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They make the land come aliwgith every step,escorting you down the

driveway in waves and clouds. They eat your vegies, ey teed the birds

and lizards. Have patience! Remember the desprdratesin ‘\Boomand Bus®
cyclsinresponsetorai® LG KFa NIYAYSRX LIXIyda |yR
there is no more raimver the next few monthendii KAy 34 RNE 2dzi X
will beginand grasshopper populations will subsi&® enjoy them while they

last! Asthese grasshoppers mung into your citrus, havaogelook at them.

You may have already noticed the incredible variatidnd there are crickets

and katydids, mantids and stick insects amongst them. Here aafew
orthopterans (grasshoppers, crickets akatydids belong to the Orthoptera

Order)for you to try and identify:

rassoggers

%

The Leopard Grasshopper

Stropis maculosa
Family ACRIDIDAE Buforaniacrassa

Striking with itedark spots, the Leopardr@shoppelis commonly Family:ACRIDIDAE

seen in a variety of habitats in AJice Springs. They are herbivourd SJb-farﬁin CATANDPINAE
however thenative dietifO2 Y UNIF NB U2 UKS Yyl X
as a first choicethey eat a variety of herbaceous plants including
your prized herbs, Caltrop, Boe¥ia coccinea, citrus leaves, etc
before they switch the grasses that are left oMeictured abovere
some colour variations.

The Toadhopper is a pluniborthern Territorian spur
throated grasshopper. It can graw at least 10cm long with
a thorax of around 3.5cm wide! It can be found on stestir
rocky substrate where it camouflages wadjainst the red
rock. The diets largely unknown, but includes native
INBY2LKALI Qao
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Spurthroated grasshoppers & Iocusts
PossiblyCatantops spp(left)
Family:ACRIDIDAE
Subfamily: CATANTOPINAE
(Left: grasshopper, right: locust). K SNB | NB Yl y &
throated GrasshopJS NIaegdsshoppers pictured left are very
common at the moment, but not in plague proportions, even thoy
it may feel that Way!

Slantfaced Grasshoppers
Family:ACRIDIDAE
Subfamily: ACRIDIAE
These grass hoppers are common and contain many spec
They can often be distinguished by the angle of their face
antennae (hence the name).

Gumleaf Grasshopper
Goniaea australasiae
Family:ACRIDIDAE
Insects are consumed largenumbers evey day by birds,
mammals, reptiles, other insects and invertebrates. To avoid
becoming part of the food chaifor long enough to developnd
reproduce the Gumleaf Grasshopper employs a fantastic-liaf
camouflagelt is acommonspecies occuring Austalia-wide.

The Little BlackkneedHeld grasshopper
Family:ACRIDIDAE
Possibly Macrotona spp.
This grasshopper is one of the most common over a lor
time period and,like most gras§ 2 LILJSNB X R 2 {
grass by preference but on herbaceous (broad leafed) ple
including shrubsuntil only the grasses are left for food.

(Photographed above in its flfth mstar

Blistered Pvrqomorph/Bllstered Grasshopper
Monistria pustulifera
Family:PYRGOMORPHIDAE
The Blistered Prygomorph occurs all over Australia, and lays her
in sandy sediments. Pictured top right is a mating pair; male is
smallerand mounted on the larger female. The strong colours arg
clear indicator to predators that they do not taste good and to leg
them alone. They feed on strongly scented plasisch as
Eremophilasii KI it Y2ai KSNBAG2NBa

R 2

GrasshoppeNvmphs

¢KS 3N} &aakK2LILISNE LA OGdzNBR
WAYadlNRET 2F GKSANI ftAg8Sao
do not have wings. These nymphs may look comple
different to the aduls (e.g. these nymphs piated are likely
to change colour, or some insects, such as various speci
katydid, will have a nymph phase thaimicsan antor other
insec) and will develop wings.

Katydids

Family: TETTIGONIIDAE

Kaydids are more dsely related to crickets than grasshoppers g

Superb katyd id
You may be lucky enough to see the Stpe€atydid Alectoria
superla. This spectacular species is relatively uncommon &



file:///E:\identification\orthoptera\pyrgomorphidae.htm
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can be distinguished from grasshoppers by their very long anter
which exceed the body length. Grasshopper antennae tend tq
short and thick. There are many different species in Alice Spr
some of vhich arepredatoryandsome eat leaves, flowers, bark, af
seeds. They are mostly active at nighyou will hear them calling
amongst the cricketsThe sound is made by rubbing the hind ang
of their front wings. Nymphsoften look very different to adus,
often mimiang other insects to avoid predators. Adults a
frequently greencamouflagingn foliage.Comma species to Alice
are the Bush KatydidElephantodeta spp.

there are both yellow and green colour morphs. The functi
of the diseshapedcrestat the back of the head is unknown,
though perhaps for protectionVe have not seen arguring
this period,solet us know if you have!

Crickets

Raspy cricket nymph
Hadrogryllacrisp.
Family: GRYLLACRIDIDAE
Raspy crickets areracturnalpredatory cricketand therefore have
sharp mouth parts and can givewa bite if you try to handle them.

W L2

Mole cricket
G. coarctateand G. monankare the onlyspecies found in
the NT.
Family: GRYLLOTALPIDAE
Mole cricketsspend most of their lives underground in
extensive tunnel systems and are nocturnal. They have
shovellike forearms for burrowing and swimming, and are
omnivorousfeeding onworms, larvae, grass and roots.

e A¥
Cave crickets
Endacustasp.

Family: GRYLLIDAE

There are 5 species of Cave Cricket in the NT. They dank on

rock faces,under the bark of treesr in caves

Some usefulveb sites for looking up grasshoppers:

http://www.brisbaneinsects.com/brisbane grasshoppers/in
ex.html

http://www.pbase.com/larena/grasshoppers_crickets

http://lifeunseen.com/index12.php

These classifications are preliminary, and if anyone has a
further information/corrections please let us know!

A Special Visitor to the Poo Ponds:
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Banded Stilt Cladorhynchus leucocephalus

" oe Therain has brought us many marvellous things, and amongst those
s things is a very special visitor to the Sewage Treatment &aihe
Banded Stilt. This rare wader has come to the ponds- afavourite
hangout for many water birds and the adjacent flooded wetlands
to take advantage of the abundance of food now available after the
recent rainfall. Steen Banded Stilts in tofahave been spotted in
amongst flocks of Redecked Avocets and Blatkinged Stilts (of
which there are plenty at the poo ponds).
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Banded Stilts are plump waders about-85cm, and have long pirkange legs, black wings and,
during breeding season, a vith head and body with a broad chestnut band across the chest and
extending down the belly. Immature stilts lack the chestnut band, and wings are brown and legs dull
pink. Adult males and females look similar. The Blagkged Stilt is

very similar in apparance to the Banded Stilt, but lacks the chestn

band.

Banded Stilts are native to Australia, with dispersive behavi
(movements are often in response to availability of feeding a
breeding habitat). Populations may move to the coast when the ¢
inland is dry, returning to breed after rain or flooding. Banded St
feed in salt lakes, wading in shallow water picking and probing
swimming often some distance from the shore. They will fee
generally during the day, on crustaceans, molluscs, inse
vegetation, seeds and roois the water and muds

Breedingonly takes place on small islands in aitind salt lakes and only after rain and flooding
when food availability is high. Well known nesting sites are Lake Eyre andChailkbonna in
W.AThe nest is an inverted corshaped scrape on the ground, andl2ggs are usually laid. When
OKAOl & KIFGOK UGKSercheNBE 6 OKHDF&SRNBTOf dz2 G SNBER (23
supervised by 145 adults), while the remaining adults focusmaking another round of bubs! This
will invariably happen until the water in the salt
lakes dries up and food runs out, often resulting in
hundreds of perishing chicks. However not much is
known about their breeding habits. i$ known that
they breed one every 7¢ 10 yearswhen conditions
are appropriate and when this occurs the breeding
colonies are closely monitored. The reason for this is
Silver Gulls (Seagulls) predate on young Banded Stilts
and eggs, and can wipe out the entire juvenile
population. If this is allowed to happen, and one
breeding event fails, inay be another decadeuntil
the next eventg and by thenmanyBanded Stilts will
be very old birds. If the second breeding event fails, the speciakl face extinction! So while this
birdist AA0SR Fa W[SIad /2yO0SNYyQ 2y GKS L!/b wSR [Aa&
country, you can see how vulnerable they could instantly become if Seagulls were not monitored
and managed and allowed to feast during these extraordinarydinggevents!

Exciting Find!

Ground Cuckoo Shrikek I #S 06SSy alLRidGdSR 2y | ySg [ApAR F2NJ 2
was seenduring the property assessment delivering food donest with chicks. These birds are



