NT

‘ LANDCARE
ARDS”

LANDCARE ' careeony FINALI§ Garden br Wildlife NewsletterAlice Springs NNo.29 January2010

AUSTRALIA

e

Alice Springs
[Town counciy]

F2N) 2 At REAFSQAa adz00S&aa Ay 3IALAYAYy3I bPun nnn F
A great start to the New Yeawe are one of four landcare organisations in tNerthern Territoryto have
beenawarded funding through the Action Grants prograrhis reflects largely on the contribution that
of youas members oGarden for Wildlifenake to conserveur natural histoy and natural resources.

Garden for Wildlifewrapped up2009 with a membership of 126 properties, which is 70 433 squ
metres of conservation protected land in towihis year wéhope to add many more properties to ol
membershipto expand wildlife caiidors betweentown and nature reserves. Wevill be running some
great workshopshis year,with the firsttwo already bookedor February(see detailsbelow)! We will alsa
be resurrecting the feral Spotted Turitiove eradication prograrformerly run by Brks and Wildlifeand
will have trapsavailable to loan you shortlfleaselet me know if yu would like to borrow a trap3955
5222, Ifw@lowecol.com.auNe will be circulating traps, recording catch numbersnd are available ti
help with advice and disal Later in the year there will be volunteer opportunitidaring our annual
Biodiversity Surveys on Land for Wildlife properties (the December 2009 survey vefidye available
online in February www.lowecd.com.ay. Speakig of Land for Wildlife, this year we willelcome our
first member property on Aboriginal land.

Thank you everyone for your support of the GfW/LfW programs. Assalt of your support landcare
groups of Alice Springs will be meetinghwthe Alice Sorings Town Council this month to discuss the
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A New Yeas Resolutionfor us all: Look afterthe land you live on!lf you need help, or would like

information on aiything that will assistyou to create wildlife habitat on your block this year let us know

Do you have a request for a workshop top8955 5222, Ifw@Ilowecol.com.au.

Rain!

The Todd in flowPhoto: lise Pickerd

With rain comes change poignant sigrior us atthe beginning ofa new year?All around us things are
coming to ife. What happens after rain? What can we expect to s&b@ desert is green with seedlings

and bouncing with grasshopps, moths,flying termites flies and mosquitoeg and lots of frogs to eat

them! Waterholes are fished and fulland ©od is plentiful.The rivers have flowed and water has gone
deep enough to replenish the root systems of treBsants are flowering and birds are active, quickly
nesting to make the most of the suddenly abundant food soultmis. andSpoonbill have arrived in town,

feeding and roostingt the Sewage Treatment Porils YR G KS 35S012Q&a I NBE Kl @Ay3
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by llparpa residets.
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But how much rain do we need to rejuvenate the laridiz ruleof thumb for pastoralists for rainfall to be

effectiveand promote plant growth is: during winter at least half an inchrainis needed (approximately

12ml), and during summer onedh is needed (25.4ml). This January we have recei2&anl (around 5

inches) Your garden will be very happwnd we should see the effects of this rain for a few months to

come with plants flowering and seeding.dzi R2y Qi F2 NBHS{ vasiKd sfieciés koXldurish & | G A Y S
too. Help our natives by getting on top of your Buffel Grass infestations now before they go to seed!!!

Whether you choose to chip or poison, now is the time.

Another invasive species flourishing after the rain are Spottedé&daves. Keep your eyes out for them
nesting in youtackyard Be sure to remove nestf they are, and deter them from hanging around your

property.

Ground Cuckoeshrikes

Photo courtesy Bob Gosford

Ground Cucko&hrikesCoracina maximghave been recently spat in Alice Spngs! The Ground
CuckoeShrike is in the same family as the Bieded Cuckodshrike that we see regularly around town,
but this bird is the largest of the cuckabrikes and the only cuckeshrike adapted to foraging on the
ground. It is an uncommon bir@éndemic to Australiayhichlives in small family groups of8 It feedson
insects, preferring inlandioodlands andpen grasslands for habitat. The Ground CueBbake isvhat
Aa Oz2tft2ldAalfte GSNYSR | WNI AbgcdrheNdRm@ detive, Indisyand NR&a F2f f 2
visible with rain, because rain provides food. Rainbirds are thought to sing before the rasreansed
asrain signas. Other rainbirds include Pallidi€koos, Channdlilled Cuckoosand Redailed Black
CockatoosGroundCuckoeshrikes will breed after rain, so there will hopefully be a lot of activity after
GKAA Y2Y(GKQA R2 gy LR dzND

Announcements:

Start growing your Christmas tree for next yea@row a native tree, like a Mulga or a Coolabah which
have relatively fast@ ¢ 1 K &LISSRa>X FT2NJ €2dzNJ ySEG &SI NRa / KNRAAGY!Ll a

Could anyone that has a Parks & Wildlife or a henegle Turtle-dove trap that is not currently using it
YR ¢2dz RYyQlid YAYR fSyRAy3 Al (& knawi 6038935 B2 ar[ ¥2 YSYo
[fw@lowecol.com.auThanks!

Seeend of newsletterfor an announcement from Northern Territory Government, Dept. Health &
Families regarding mosquHoorne diseases.

Hyles livornicoideis a species of Hawk
Moth (left) that appears en masse aftef
rain. The moth is the adult stage of a

Yeperenye caterpillar (right
Photocredit H. Cross
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What Garden for Wildlife/Land for Wildlife memberhave seen in the rain:

Frogs! The cacophony of frog calls from water holes is deafening this month with frogs suct
{ LISy OSND& .adzNMNESEMY F NRogal tryingtdattract Rateg Sdbvdll b€able to “j{jj“if,:j‘;‘ f:‘jgs o
identify MainQ &og @ithout even seeingitA 6 Qa (G KS 2y S (Kl G ameaRe®R |

Tree Frog calls rapidly and lighfylLJSy OSNDa . dzZNNBgAy3I CNR3I KI '
down in the sanaf desert rivers and creeks, where it has been waiting for a rainfall event just

this one. The female will lay her eggs ifobam nest which reaks dowrafter 24 hours leavinga
thin layer containing the eggs at the surface of the wa@nce hatchd, the tadpoles wilcomplete

their development iraround6 weeks. Fogs need to start breeding and laying eggs as quickly ¢
they can so that tadpoles have time to develop into frogs before the water driesagipolesalso
need tohatchbeforefish eat them, as frogs are not the only creatures taking advantage of the ri
As the desert dries up again and the weather cools down, and the insects populations reduct

burrowmg frogs will dlsappear underground again, and the Waternoles will fall silent.

e LAND
Wit i
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A greatfield guidefor Frog& ReptilelD,
WwSLIiAEtSE | yR CNRA3A:
Gambold & Deborah Metters, is available
from us for $20. Contact us forcapy!

I { LISy OSNgFRogfar@zRRE 6 A ¥ YR al A yeR)at aprogedyid theh y 3
Airport/Winery region of townRd.

Wingedants andtermites fly to light This is part
2T I WRAALISNERIEQ TFf.
moisture where winged adults search for a
mate, shedding their wings before breeding
(never to fly again), and &n scout a location to
start a new colonyThere are many websites
that can help you identify a winged ant from a
winged termite Try
http://www.bugz.com.au/pest_info.htm

ALand for Wildlife member in llpargsad
a visit from amustralianTarantula
(Barking Spider), who canmeside looking
for some shelter from the rain!

Avery greerRed gunin the Todd ‘
gathers foam floating down the river
6F2FY Aa Ol dzasSR
organic compounds transpired from
treesc or salts in the soil dissolved by

rainwater).

Ants quickly build a tower over their nest entrance to avoid flooding during the ra
Ve g o

’ A Bearded Dragon basks in the mornlng sun ona
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Workshops!

Spiders!

Tuesday February 16 Garden for Wildlife workshop on Spiders at Olive Pink Botanic gardens!
Robbie Henderson will be our host for the evening and wveilp lus improve our spider ID, will
give us tips on photographing spiders, and will take us spotlighting around the botanic gardens.

Bring your torches and your cameras! For more information or to RSVP contact llse: 8955
5222/Ifw@lowecol.com.au
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