Doves & Pigeons of Alice Springs

IDENTIFICATION SHEET

INVASIVE

Spotted Turtle-Dove, Streptopelia chinensis

Key ID featureslack neck band, with white spots. NO crest. Red-brown eye. NO distinct eye-
ring. Large (30 ¢ 33cm). Head grey, tinged pink. Underparts pinkish-fawn. Outer tail feathers
tipped white. Pink legs.
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Nest Poor, feeble. Disorganised scrape of sticks. Often nests in palms, on ledges, and tree
branches.

NATIVE

Crested Pigeon, Ocyphapsdphotes

Key ID Featuresong black upright crest. (Note: crest is held down flat along neck in flight). Red
eye-ring. Yellow-orange eye. Grey body. Black bars on wings and a metallic green to purple
patch. Tail tip white. Pink legs. Similar size to Spotted Turtle-dove (size: 31 ¢ 36cm). NO neck
bar.
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Nest Delicate nest twigs placed in a tree or dense bush.

Reference: Simpson & Day, Field Guide to the Birds of Austrakanguin Books, 2004
Images: Wikipedia Commons
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NATIVE

Peaceful Dove, Geopleia placida
Key ID Feature8lue eye & eye-ring. Crown grey-brown with fine black streaks. Forehead &
throat blue-grey. Breast, back & wings all barred black. Back, wings grey-brown/buff-toned.
Breast blue-grey. Legs light pink & barred. Smaller in size than a Turtle-dove (20 ¢ 24cm),
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Nest Flimsy platform of thin sticks, roots and course grass placed in trees or shrubs.

NATIVE

Key ID Featurefed eye & eye-ring. Smoky-brown back & wings. Fine white wing spots. Blue-
grey head & breast. White/pale belly. Smallest of the Alice Springs doves/pigeons (size 19 ¢
24cm). Slender, thin body shape. Long thin tail. NO obvious wing barring. Pale pink legs.
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Nest Flimsy platform of grass stems and fine twigs, placed in a low shrub or scrubby tree.

Reference: Simpson & Day, Field Guide to the Birds of Austrakanguin Books, 2004
Images: Wikipedia Commons



